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During the opening months of World War II, Vassar-educated career woman Rulka Langer (1906-1993)
risked her life and relied on her wits to keep her two small children and elderly mother out of harm's way.
"The Mermaid and the Messerschmitt" is a rare eyewitness account of the early, chaotic days of WWII -- the
Nazi German invasion of Poland on September 1, 1939, the Siege of Warsaw and the first few months of the
Occupation -- written by a young working mother. Langer's engaging, clear-eyed chronicle sparkles with
fresh and lively storytelling and a brilliant eye for detail. Weaving her story with a masterful use of humor,
an occasional bite of sarcasm and a large dose of honesty, Langer paints a vivid picture of this virtually
unknown aspect of WWII -- and at the same time illuminates universal truths about average, ordinary people
faced with war. More than 100 black & white photos, maps and illustrations; Afterword from author;
Epilogue by author's son; contextualizing historical material; discussion questions; Lifetime TV interview.
SELECTION of the BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB, HISTORY BOOK CLUB and MILITARY BOOK
CLUB. Audiobook available from Audible.com. "Absolutely one of the best eyewitness accounts of WWII
Poland."--Alan Furst, bestselling author of "The Foreign Correspondent"; "Moving, laced with grim humor,
accessible to a modern audience."--College & Research Libraries News; "Adrenalin charged...unsparing
candour and flashes of humor."--The Ottawa Citizen; "A gripping, fast-paced narrative...takes you to the
centre of the drama."--Cosmopolitan Review; "Must-read for anyone interested in World War II."--Lev
Raphael, author of "My Country"; "I couldn't put the book down. Her story is riveting...utterly contemporary
and compelling."--Fontayne Holmes, City Librarian, Los Angeles Public Library (2004-2008).
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From reader reviews:

Judith Tate:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Mermaid and the
Messerschmitt: War Through a Woman's Eyes 1939-1940? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Mary Fleeman:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Mermaid and the Messerschmitt: War Through a
Woman's Eyes 1939-1940 will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Michael Patterson:

This The Mermaid and the Messerschmitt: War Through a Woman's Eyes 1939-1940 are usually reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Mermaid and the Messerschmitt:
War Through a Woman's Eyes 1939-1940 can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Mermaid and the Messerschmitt: War Through
a Woman's Eyes 1939-1940 forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Brian Seery:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and The Mermaid and the Messerschmitt: War Through a Woman's
Eyes 1939-1940 as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes The Mermaid and the Messerschmitt: War Through a Woman's Eyes 1939-1940 to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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