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In this virtuoso piece of cultural history, the great-granddaughter of Richard Wagner narrates the Wagner
family's turbulent history. In the process, she shares her considerable insights into the operas and gives an
inside account of the internecine struggles that have surrounded the Wagner family jewel: the Bayreuth
Festival.

Nike Wagner draws on history, biography, and psychoanalysis to interpret both her family's history and her
great-grandfather's operas. She focuses on Bayreuth, revealing how this showcase for Wagner's sublime art
so readily served the Third Reich. With clear, often ironic eyes, she examines her family's extraordinary role
in German culture--and its connections to right-wing ideology.

Particularly fascinating is the tug-of-war between Nike's visionary but enigmatic father, Wieland, and her
astute but aesthetically stodgy uncle, Wolfgang. It was Wieland Wagner who inaugurated a daring new style
of Wagner production--characterized by absence of scenery, spare acting, and dramatic lighting--that led to a
wider revolution in how operas are produced. But Wolfgang Wagner, now entering his eighties, has
controlled the Festival and quarreled with family members since Wieland's premature death in 1966. The
author concludes with a look at the current contenders for this family throne, herself among them, and
presents her vision for the Festival's future.

Wagnerites will need this book on their shelves. As an example of cultural journalism at its finest, it will also
appeal to readers interested in German cultural history or those simply drawn to the melodrama that is the
Wagner family story.
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From reader reviews:

Otis Thompson:

The feeling that you get from The Wagners: The Dramas of a Musical Dynasty may be the more deep you
digging the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but The Wagners: The Dramas of a Musical Dynasty giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means
of anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular The Wagners:
The Dramas of a Musical Dynasty instantly.

Betty Blake:

The e-book untitled The Wagners: The Dramas of a Musical Dynasty is the e-book that recommended to you
to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You
also will get the e-book of The Wagners: The Dramas of a Musical Dynasty from the publisher to make you
a lot more enjoy free time.

Allen Schlemmer:

Beside this particular The Wagners: The Dramas of a Musical Dynasty in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have The Wagners: The Dramas of a Musical Dynasty because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book in addition to read it from now!

Oscar Barr:

This The Wagners: The Dramas of a Musical Dynasty is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look
for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Wagners: The Dramas
of a Musical Dynasty can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to
get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in
the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide
is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your



better life and also knowledge.
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