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A WASHINGTON POST BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR

This provocative and compelling book examines how jobs, schools, the streets, and prisons have shaped the
lives and choices of a generation of Puerto Rican youth at the turn of the twenty-first century.

At the center of this riveting account–based on an unprecedented eighteen-year study–are three engaging,
streetwise brothers from Springfield, Massachusetts: Fausto, incarcerated for seven years and in and out of
drug treatment, an insightful and sensitive street warrior playing on the edges of self-destruction; Julio, the
family patriarch, a former gang member turned truck driver, fiercely loyal to his family and friends; and
Sammy, a street maven, recovering drug addict, father of four, straddling two realms–the everyday world of
low-wage work and the allure of the drug economy–as he shuttles between recovery and relapse.

Timothy Black spent years with the brothers and their parents, wives and girlfriends, extended family,
coworkers, criminal partners, friends, teachers, lawyers, and case workers. He closely observed street life in
Springfield, including the drug trade; schools and GED programs; courtrooms, prisons, and drug treatment
programs; and the young men’s struggle for employment both on and off the books. The brothers, articulate
and determined, speak for themselves, providing powerful testimony to the exigencies of life lived on the
social and economic margins. The result is a singularly detailed and empathetic portrait of men who are often
regarded with fear or simply rendered invisible by society.

With profound lessons regarding the intersection of social forces and individual choices, Black succeeds in
putting a human face on some of the most important public policy issues of our time.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Marshall:

The book When a Heart Turns Rock Solid: t/c make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book When a Heart Turns Rock
Solid: t/c to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a
publication When a Heart Turns Rock Solid: t/c. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication
or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Gayle Meek:

Typically the book When a Heart Turns Rock Solid: t/c has a lot associated with on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after looking over this book.

Eleanor Hotchkiss:

Beside this particular When a Heart Turns Rock Solid: t/c in your phone, it could give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from
your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have When a Heart Turns Rock Solid: t/c because this book offers to you readable information. Do
you often have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Irma Lovern:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This When a Heart Turns Rock Solid: t/c can give you a
lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have When a Heart Turns Rock Solid: t/c.
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