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Explores the ancient and perennial notion of the four elements as environmental ideas.

Bachelard called them “the hormones of the imagination.” Hegel observed that, “through the four elements
we have the elevation of sensuous ideas into thought.” Earth, air, fire, and water are explored as both
philosophical ideas and environmental issues associated with their classical and perennial conceptions. David
Macauley embarks upon a wide-ranging discussion of their initial appearance in ancient Greek thought as
mythic forces or scientific principles to their recent reemergence within contemporary continental
philosophy as a means for understanding landscape and language, poetry and place, the body and the body
politic. In so doing, he shows the importance of elemental thinking for comprehending and responding to
ecological problems. In tracing changing views of the four elements through the history of ideas, Macauley
generates a new vocabulary for and a fresh vision of the environment while engaging the elemental world
directly with reflections on their various manifestations.

David Macauley is Associate Professor of Philosophy and Environmental Studies at Penn State University,
Brandywine. He is the editor of Minding Nature: The Philosophers of Ecology.
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From reader reviews:

William Manwaring:

The experience that you get from Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental Ideas
(SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) is a more deep you digging the information that hide
inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental Ideas (SUNY series in
Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy
to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this particular Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental Ideas (SUNY
series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) instantly.

Cheryl Fenske:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Elemental
Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental Ideas (SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy
and Ethics) suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental Ideas (SUNY series in
Environmental Philosophy and Ethics)is one of several books that everyone read now. This book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Kim Deyoung:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental Ideas
(SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) can make you sense more interested to read.

Jonathan Carney:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.



Therefore you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Elemental
Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental Ideas (SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy
and Ethics).
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