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In River of Hope, Omar S. Valerio-Jiménez examines state formation, cultural change, and the construction
of identity in the lower Rio Grande region during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. He chronicles a
history of violence resulting from multiple conquests, of resistance and accommodation to state power, and
of changing ethnic and political identities. The redrawing of borders neither began nor ended the region's
long history of unequal power relations. Nor did it lead residents to adopt singular colonial or national
identities. Instead, their regionalism, transnational cultural practices, and kinship ties subverted state attempts
to control and divide the population.

Diverse influences transformed the borderlands as Spain, Mexico, and the United States competed for
control of the region. Indian slaves joined Spanish society; Mexicans allied with Indians to defend river
communities; Anglo Americans and Mexicans intermarried and collaborated; and women sued to confront
spousal abuse and to secure divorces. Drawn into multiple conflicts along the border, Mexican nationals and
Mexican Texans (tejanos) took advantage of their transnational social relations and ambiguous citizenship to
escape criminal prosecution, secure political refuge, and obtain economic opportunities. To confront the
racialization of their cultural practices and their increasing criminalization, tejanos claimed citizenship rights
within the United States and, in the process, created a new identity.

Published in cooperation with the William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies, Southern Methodist
University.
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From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

Here thing why this River of Hope: Forging Identity and Nation in the Rio Grande Borderlands are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. River of Hope: Forging Identity and Nation in the
Rio Grande Borderlands giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve
out there but there is no book that similar with River of Hope: Forging Identity and Nation in the Rio Grande
Borderlands. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of River of Hope: Forging Identity and Nation in the Rio Grande Borderlands
in e-book can be your choice.

Virginia Warriner:

This book untitled River of Hope: Forging Identity and Nation in the Rio Grande Borderlands to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Mattie Martin:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the guide untitled River of Hope: Forging Identity and Nation in the Rio Grande
Borderlands can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Annis Blank:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be River of Hope: Forging Identity and Nation in the Rio Grande
Borderlands why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.
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