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"A [book] rich in detail and analysis, which anyone wanting to understand the language debate in Puerto
Rico will find essential."--Arlene Davila, Syracuse University

This is the first book in English to analyze the controversial language policies passed by the Puerto Rican
government in the 1990s. It is also the first to explore the connections between language and cultural identity
and politics on the Caribbean island.
Shortly after the U.S. invasion of Puerto Rico in 1898, both English and Spanish became official languages
of the territory. In 1991, the Puerto Rican government abolished bilingualism, claiming that "Spanish only"
was necessary to protect the culture from North American influences. A few years later bilingualism was
restored and English was promoted in public schools, with supporters asserting that the dual languages
symbolized the island’s commitment to live in harmony with the United States.

While the islanders’ sense of ethnic pride was growing, economic dependency enticed them to maintain
close ties to the United States. This book shows that officials in both San Juan and Washington, along with
English-first groups, used the language laws as weapons in the battle over U.S.-Puerto Rican relations and
the volatile debate over statehood. It will be of interest to linguists, political scientists, students of
contemporary cultural politics, and political activists in discussions of nationalism in multilingual
communities.

Amilcar Antonio Barreto, assistant professor of political science at Northeastern University, Boston, is the
author of Language, Elites, and the State: Nationalism in Puerto Rico and Quebec.
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From reader reviews:

Minerva Gagliano:

This The Politics of Language in Puerto Rico tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The main reason of this The Politics of Language in Puerto Rico can be one of several great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with
information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Politics of
Language in Puerto Rico giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Pearl Sanders:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Politics of Language in Puerto Rico, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Charlene Rodriquez:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need more
time to be read. The Politics of Language in Puerto Rico can be your answer as it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.

Michael Due:

The book untitled The Politics of Language in Puerto Rico contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author
gives you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.
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