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In her study of anonymous infanticide news stories that appeared from 1822 to 1922 in the heart of the
British Empire, in regional Leicester, and in the penal colony of Australia, Nicola Goc uses Critical
Discourse Analysis to reveal both the broader patterns and the particular rhetorical strategies journalists used
to report on young women who killed their babies. Her study takes Foucaultâ€™s perspective that the
production of knowledge, of 'facts' and truth claims, and the exercise of power, are inextricably connected to
discourse. Newspaper discourses provide a way to investigate the discursive practices that brought the
nineteenth-century infanticidal woman - known as â€˜the Infanticideâ€™ - into being. The actions of the
infanticidal mother were understood as a fundamental threat to society, not only because they subverted the
ideal of Victorian womanhood but also because a womanâ€™s actions destroyed a manâ€™s lineage. For
these reasons, Goc demonstrates, infanticide narratives were politicised in the press and woven into
interconnected narratives about the regulation of women, women's rights, the family, the law, welfare, and
medicine that dominated nineteenth-century discourse. For example, the Times used individual stories of
infanticide to argue against the Bastardy Clause in the Poor Law that denied unmarried women and their
children relief. Infanticide narratives often adopted the conventions of the courtroom drama, with the young
transgressive female positioned against a body of male authoritarian figures, a juxtaposition that reinforced
male authority over women. Alive to the marked differences between various types of newspapers, Goc's
study offers a rich and nuanced discussion of the Victorian press's fascination with infanticide. At the same
time, infanticide news stories shaped how women who killed their babies were known and understood in
ways that pathologised their actions. This, in turn, influenced medical, judicial, and welfare policies
regarding the crime of infanticide and created an acceptable context for how society viewed these women.
Alive to the marked differences between various types of newspapers, Goc's study offers a rich and nuanced
discussion of the Victorian press's fascination with infanticide.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Schweiger:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Women, Infanticide and the Press, 1822-1922: News
Narratives in England and Australia why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Kevin Blais:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Women, Infanticide and the Press, 1822-1922: News Narratives in England and
Australia this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate
all of you.

Truman Gallagher:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Women, Infanticide and the
Press, 1822-1922: News Narratives in England and Australia which is having the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's find.

Janice Garcia:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. That Women, Infanticide and the Press, 1822-1922: News Narratives
in England and Australia can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you
have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us
have Women, Infanticide and the Press, 1822-1922: News Narratives in England and Australia.
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