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In this brilliantly conceived and written biography, Pulitzer Prize–winning Kenneth Silverman gives us the
long and amazing life of the man eulogized by the New York Herald in 1872 as “perhaps the most illustrious
American of his age.”

Silverman presents Samuel Morse in all his complexity. There is the gifted and prolific painter (more than
three hundred portraits and larger historical canvases) and pioneer photographer, who gave the first lectures
on art in America, became the first Professor of Fine Arts at an American college (New York University),
and founded the National Academy of Design. There is the republican idealist, prominent in antebellum
politics, who ran for Congress and for mayor of New York. But most important, there is the inventor of the
American electromagnetic telegraph, which earned Morse the name Lightning Man and brought him the
fame he sought.

In these pages, we witness the evolution of the great invention from its inception as an idea to its
introduction to the world—an event that astonished Morse’s contemporaries and was considered the supreme
expression of the country’s inventive genius. We see how it transformed commerce, journalism,
transportation, military affairs, diplomacy, and the very shape of daily life, ushering in the modern era of
communication.

But we discover as well that Morse viewed his existence as accursed rather than illustrious, his every
achievement seeming to end in loss and defeat: his most ambitious canvases went unsold; his beloved
republic imploded into civil war, making it unlivable for him; and the commercial success of the telegraph
engulfed him in lawsuits challenging the originality and ownership of his invention.

Lightning Man is the first biography of Samuel F. B. Morse in sixty years. It is a revelation of the life of a
fascinating and profoundly troubled American genius.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Hupp:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Lightning Man: The Accursed
Life of Samuel F. B. Morse which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.

Roman Leonard:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Lightning Man: The Accursed Life of
Samuel F. B. Morse can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?

Bruce Patton:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Lightning Man: The Accursed Life of Samuel F. B. Morse was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Corey Johnson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Lightning Man: The Accursed Life of Samuel F.
B. Morse was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Lightning Man: The
Accursed Life of Samuel F. B. Morse has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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