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This book examines a little-noted contradiction inherent in the two essential elements of Darwin's theory of
biological evolution--natural selection and reproduction. Physiologist Stephen Rothman makes the
revolutionary claim that the evolution of life's complex and diverse reproductive mechanisms is not the
consequence of natural selection. In so doing, he exposes the deepest question possible about life's nature--its
reason for being.

In meticulously detailed but accessible terms he lays out the crux of the paradox and offers an intriguing
solution within a naturalistic framework. In an ostensibly purposeless universe, somehow purposeful life has
evolved. For all living things there are two overarching purposes: survival and the creation of new life.
Natural selection is about the survival of existing life, but has no interest in life's future, about whether it
persists or perishes. By contrast, reproduction is only about the future of life, and has no interest in existing
life except as a means to that end.

Where do these purposes come from? As Rothman demonstrates, at every level life is wired to react to
danger. Counterintuitively, without the danger to its existence, life would not have come into being. As for
reproduction, nature's destructive forces drive the creation of new life.

Written with great clarity and informed by deep learning, this elegant, thoughtful work tackles some of the
most challenging questions raised by the theory of evolution, while calling to mind Darwin's famous words
from the conclusion of On the Origin of Species: "There is a grandeur in this view of life."

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Henderson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Paradox of Evolution: The Strange
Relationship between Natural Selection and Reproduction as your daily resource information.

Michael Hansen:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The
Paradox of Evolution: The Strange Relationship between Natural Selection and Reproduction suitable to
you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Paradox
of Evolution: The Strange Relationship between Natural Selection and Reproductionis the main one of
several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will
give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in
this book.

Janice Smith:

Why? Because this The Paradox of Evolution: The Strange Relationship between Natural Selection and
Reproduction is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it
will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write
the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If
I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Myra McKenzie:

This The Paradox of Evolution: The Strange Relationship between Natural Selection and Reproduction is
great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great
organize word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with



beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Paradox of Evolution: The Strange Relationship between Natural
Selection and Reproduction in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do
that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?
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