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Now, Voyager, Stella Dallas, Leaver Her to Heaven, Imitation of Life, Mildred Pierce, Gilda…these are only
a few of the hundreds of “women’s films” that poured out of Hollywood during the thirties, forties, and
fifties. The films were widely disparate in subject, sentiment, and technique, they nonetheless shared one
dual purpose: to provide the audience (of women, primarily) with temporary liberation into a screen
dream—of romance, sexuality, luxury, suffering, or even wickedness—and then send it home reminded of,
reassured by, and resigned to the fact that no matter what else she might do, a woman’s most important job
was…to be a woman. Now, with boundless knowledge and infectious enthusiasm, Jeanine Basinger
illuminates the various surprising and subversive ways in which women’s films delivered their message.
 
Basinger examines dozens of films, exploring the seemingly intractable contradictions at the convoluted
heart of the woman’s genre—among them, the dilemma of the strong and glamorous woman who cedes her
power when she feels it threatening her personal happiness, and the self-abnegating woman whose
selflessness is not always as “noble” as it appears. Basinger looks at the stars who played these women and
helps us understand the qualities—the right off-screen personae, the right on-screen attitudes, the right
faces—that made them personify the woman’s film and equipped them to make believable drama or comedy
out of the crackpot plots, the conflicting ideas, and the exaggerations of real behavior that characterize these
movies.
 
In each of the films the author discusses—whether melodrama, screwball comedy, musical, film noir,
western, or biopic—a woman occupies the center of her particular universe. Her story—in its endless
variations of rags to riches, boy meets girl, battle of the sexes, mother love, doomed romance—inevitably
sends a highly potent mixed message: Yes, you women belong in your “proper place” (that is, content with
the Big Three of the women’s film world—men, marriage, and motherhood), but meanwhile, and
paradoxically, see what fun, glamour, and power you can enjoy along the way. A Woman’s View deepens our
understanding of the times and circumstances and attitudes out of which these movies were created.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Fox:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled A Woman's View: How Hollywood Spoke to Women, 1930-1960. Try to
make the book A Woman's View: How Hollywood Spoke to Women, 1930-1960 as your friend. It means
that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Arthur Sanchez:

This A Woman's View: How Hollywood Spoke to Women, 1930-1960 is great publication for you because
the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
A Woman's View: How Hollywood Spoke to Women, 1930-1960 in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Raymond Bailey:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for you is A Woman's View: How Hollywood Spoke to Women, 1930-1960 this book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Donna Vandyne:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Woman's View: How Hollywood
Spoke to Women, 1930-1960 can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these publications have than the others?
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