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In this compact volume two of anthropology’s most influential theorists, Paul Rabinow and George E.
Marcus, engage in a series of conversations about the past, present, and future of anthropological knowledge,
pedagogy, and practice. James D. Faubion joins in several exchanges to facilitate and elaborate the dialogue,
and Tobias Rees moderates the discussions and contributes an introduction and an afterword to the volume.
Most of the conversations are focused on contemporary challenges to how anthropology understands its
subject and how ethnographic research projects are designed and carried out. Rabinow and Marcus reflect on
what remains distinctly anthropological about the study of contemporary events and processes, and they
contemplate productive new directions for the field. The two converge in Marcus’s emphasis on the need to
redesign pedagogical practices for training anthropological researchers and in Rabinow’s proposal of
collaborative initiatives in which ethnographic research designs could be analyzed, experimented with, and
transformed.

Both Rabinow and Marcus participated in the milestone collection Writing Culture: The Poetics and Politics
of Ethnography. Published in 1986, Writing Culture catalyzed a reassessment of how ethnographers
encountered, studied, and wrote about their subjects. In the opening conversations of Designs for an
Anthropology of the Contemporary, Rabinow and Marcus take stock of anthropology’s recent past by
discussing the intellectual scene in which Writing Culture intervened, the book’s contributions, and its
conceptual limitations. Considering how the field has developed since the publication of that volume, they
address topics including ethnography’s self-reflexive turn, scholars’ increased focus on questions of identity,
the Public Culture project, science and technology studies, and the changing interests and goals of students.
Designs for an Anthropology of the Contemporary allows readers to eavesdrop on lively conversations
between anthropologists who have helped to shape their field’s recent past and are deeply invested in its
future.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Williams:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Designs for
an Anthropology of the Contemporary (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) book because book offers you
rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Kurt Rose:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Designs for an Anthropology of the Contemporary (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Designs for an Anthropology of the
Contemporary (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) giving you one more experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading
it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Peggy Dunn:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be learn. Designs for an Anthropology of the Contemporary (a John Hope Franklin Center
Book) can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Keith Robertson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Designs for an Anthropology of the Contemporary (a John
Hope Franklin Center Book) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If
you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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