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Our Ladies of Darkness opens with a question raised by Nathaniel Hawthorne in his 1835 sketch "The
Haunted Mind": "What if the fiend should come in women's garments, with a pale beauty amid sin and
desolation, and lie down by your side?" Joseph Andriano boldly attempts to answer this question by
examining some fifteen texts in which such a haunting occurs, including Poe's "Ligeia," Hoffmann's "The
Sandman," Irving's "The Adventure of the German Student," Cazotte's "Le Diable amoureux," and
Aickman's "Ravissante." His close reading of the individual texts leads to illuminating intertextual parallels,
drawn through an archetypal perspective, which creates coherence among the many recurring image-patterns
and motifs.

The haunting is an incursion into the male ego's dominion: the female demon is seen as a usurper or intruder;
she inhabits and insidiously attempts to exert her influence, to feminize the male. These demands include the
impelling need to acknowledge male femininity, or androgyny. Ignoring this drive, which Andriano views as
instinctual and archetypal, often results in what the Romantics called "nympholepsy," and what Carl Jung
called "anima-possession."

Although the notion that men need to acknowledge their own femininity is not new, the realization that doing
so involves coming to terms not only with Eros (in its widest sense) but also with Thanatos has never been
sufficiently emphasized, except perhaps by the post-Jungian James Hillman, by whose work Andriano is
especially influenced. This book clearly and succinctly demonstrates that fear of the inner feminine prevents
a man from ever fully maturing; his anima remains that of a child (he can only view women as girls or
mothers), and he never comes to know, much less to love, the dark side of his soul, his own "lady of
darkness."
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Lunsford:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need
to answer that question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is
familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this
particular Our Ladies of Darkness: Feminine Daemonology in Male Gothic Fiction to read.

Nellie Ferguson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the
crowded place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the
idea for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to
stay than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind
of Our Ladies of Darkness: Feminine Daemonology in Male Gothic Fiction book as nice and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Carol Hamilton:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is actually Our Ladies of Darkness: Feminine Daemonology in Male Gothic Fiction.

Paula Mayo:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that
really opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Our Ladies of Darkness:
Feminine Daemonology in Male Gothic Fiction, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it,
oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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