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Modern theories of meaning usually culminate in a critique of science. This book presents a study of human
intelligence beginning with a semantic theory and leading into a critique of music.

By implication it sets up a theory of all the arts; the transference of its basic concepts to other arts than music
is not developed, but it is sketched, mainly in the chapter on artistic import. Thoughtful readers of the
original edition discovered these far-reaching ideas quickly enough as the career of the book shows: it is as
applicable to literature, art and music as to the field of philosophy itself.

The topics it deals with are many: language, sacrament, myth, music, abstraction, fact, knowledge--to name
only the main ones. But through them all goes the principal theme, symbolic transformation as the essential
activity of human minds. This central idea, emphasizing as it does the notion of symbolism, brings Mrs.
Langer's book into line with the prevailing interest in semantics. All profound issues of our age seem to
center around the basic concepts of symbolism and meaning. The formative, creative, articulating power of
symbols is the tonic chord which thinkers of all schools and many diverse fields are unmistakably striking;
the surprising, far-reaching implications of this new fundamental conception constitute what Mrs. Langer has
called "philosophy in a new key."

Mrs. Langer's book brings the discussion of symbolism into a wider general use than criticism of word
meaning. Her volume is vigorous, effective, and well written and will appeal to everyone interested in the
contemporary problems of philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Henderson:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Philosophy in a New Key: A Study in the
Symbolism of Reason, Rite, and Art (Harvard Paperbacks) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading
a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching
for best book or suitable book with you?

Paul Andrews:

The reason? Because this Philosophy in a New Key: A Study in the Symbolism of Reason, Rite, and Art
(Harvard Paperbacks) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but
latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been
you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Kevin Miller:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Philosophy in a New Key: A
Study in the Symbolism of Reason, Rite, and Art (Harvard Paperbacks), you can enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Pamelia Thompson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book
Philosophy in a New Key: A Study in the Symbolism of Reason, Rite, and Art (Harvard Paperbacks).
Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.
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