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In Racial Innocence, Robin Bernstein argues that the concept of
"childhood innocence" has been central to U.S. racial formation since
the mid-nineteenth century. Children--white ones imbued with innocence,
black ones excluded from it, and others of color erased by it--figured
pivotally in sharply divergent racial agendas from slavery and
abolition to antiblack violence and the early civil rights movement.

Racial Innocence takes up a rich archive including books, toys, theatrical props, and
domestic knickknacks which she analyzes as "scriptive things" that
invite or prompt historically-located practices while allowing for
resistance and social improvisation. Integrating performance studies
with literary and visual analysis, Bernstein offers singular readings
of theatrical productions from blackface minstrelsy to Uncle Tom's Cabin to The Wonderful Wizard of Oz;
literary works by Joel Chandler Harris, Harriet Wilson, and Frances
Hodgson Burnett; material culture including Topsy pincushions, Uncle
Tom and Little Eva handkerchiefs, and Raggedy Ann dolls; and visual
texts ranging from fine portraiture to advertisements for lard
substitute. Throughout, Bernstein shows how "innocence" gradually
became the exclusive province of white children--until the Civil Rights
Movement succeeded not only in legally desegregating public spaces,
but in culturally desegregating the concept of childhood itself.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Wilson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Racial Innocence: Performing American
Childhood from Slavery to Civil Rights (America and the Long 19th Century). All type of book is it possible
to see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Thelma Scott:

The e-book with title Racial Innocence: Performing American Childhood from Slavery to Civil Rights
(America and the Long 19th Century) includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot
of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Lou Marshall:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Racial Innocence: Performing American Childhood from Slavery to Civil Rights
(America and the Long 19th Century) this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer
use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book.
That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Mary Flynn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Racial Innocence: Performing American
Childhood from Slavery to Civil Rights (America and the Long 19th Century).
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