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Before publishing his pioneering book How the Other Half Lives—a photojournalistic investigation into the
poverty of New York’s tenement houses, home to three quarters of the city’s population—Jacob Riis (1849-
1914) spent his first years in the United States as an immigrant and itinerant laborer, barely surviving on his
carpentry skills until he landed a job as a muckraking reporter. These early experiences provided Riis with an
understanding of what it was like to be poor in the immigrant communities that populated New York’s
slums, and it was this empathy that would shine through in his iconic photos.

With Rediscovering Jacob Riis, art historian Bonnie Yochelson and historian Daniel Czitrom place Jacob
Riis’s images in historical context even as they expose a clear sightline to the present. In the first half of their
book, Czitrom explores Riis’s reporting and activism within the gritty specifics of Gilded Age New York: its
new immigrants, its political machines, its fiercely competitive journalism, its evangelical reformers, and its
labor movement. In delving into Riis’s intellectual education and the lasting impact of How the Other Half
Lives, Czitrom shows that though Riis argued for charity, not sociopolitical justice, the empathy that drove
his work continues to inspire urban reformers today.

In the second half of the book, Yochelson describes for the first time Riis’s photographic practice: his initial
reliance on amateur photographers to take the photographs he needed, his own use of the camera, and then
his collecting of photographs by professionals, who by 1900 were documenting social reform efforts for
government agencies and charities. She argues that while Riis is rightly considered a revolutionary in the
history of photography, he was not a photographic artist. Instead, Riis was a writer and lecturer who first
harnessed the power of photography to affect social change.

As staggering inequality continues to be an urgent political topic, this book, illustrated with nearly seventy of
Riis’s photographs, will serve as a stunning reminder of what has changed, and what has not.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Powell:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Rediscovering Jacob Riis: Exposure Journalism and
Photography in Turn-of-the-Century New York book because book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Shannon Grant:

This Rediscovering Jacob Riis: Exposure Journalism and Photography in Turn-of-the-Century New York are
usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this
Rediscovering Jacob Riis: Exposure Journalism and Photography in Turn-of-the-Century New York can be
one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed anyone with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this Rediscovering Jacob Riis: Exposure Journalism and Photography in Turn-of-the-Century New York
giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Walter Godinez:

Precisely why? Because this Rediscovering Jacob Riis: Exposure Journalism and Photography in Turn-of-
the-Century New York is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

James Hanson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore , this Rediscovering Jacob Riis: Exposure Journalism and Photography in Turn-
of-the-Century New York can make you really feel more interested to read.
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