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Downtown department stores were once the heart and soul of America's pulsing Broadways and Main
Streets. With names such as City of Paris, Penn Traffic, The Maze, Maison Blanche, or The Popular, they
suggested spheres far beyond mundane shopping. Nicknames reflected the affection customers felt for their
favorites, whether Woodie's, Wanny's, Stek's, O.T.'s, Herp's, or Bam's.
The history of downtown department stores is as fascinating as their names and as diverse as their
merchandise. Their stories encompass many themes: the rise of decorative design, new career paths for
women, the growth of consumerism, and the technological ingenuity of escalators and pneumatic tubes. Just
as the big stores made up their own small universes, their stories are microcosmic narratives of American
culture and society.
The big stores were much more than mere businesses. They were local institutions where shoppers could
listen to concerts, see fashion shows and art exhibits, learn golf or bridge, pay electric bills, and plan
vacations – all while their children played in the store's nursery under the eye of a uniformed nursemaid.
From Boston to San Diego and Miami to Seattle, department stores symbolized a city's spirit, wealth, and
progressiveness. Situated at busy intersections, they occupied the largest and finest downtown buildings, and
their massive corner clocks became popular meeting places. Their locations became the epicenters of
commerce, the high point from which downtown property taxes were calculated. Spanning the late 19th
century well into the 20th, their peak development mirrors the growth of cities and of industrial America
when both were robust and flourishing.
The time may be gone when children accompany their mothers downtown for a day of shopping and lunch in
the tea room, when monogrammed trucks deliver purchases for free the very same day, and when the
personality of a city or town can be read in its big stores. But they are far from forgotten and they still have
power to influence how we shop today.

Service and Style recreates the days of downtown department stores in their prime, from the 1890s through
the 1960s. Exploring in detail the wide range of merchandise they sold, particularly style goods such as
clothing and home furnishings, it examines how they displayed, promoted, and sometimes produced goods.
It reveals how the stores grew, why they declined, and how they responded to and shaped the society around
them.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Jones:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Service and Style: How
the American Department Store Fashioned the Middle Class, you may tells your family, friends and soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Staci Eager:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Service and Style: How the
American Department Store Fashioned the Middle Class is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in
the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bessie Kraft:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of book
Service and Style: How the American Department Store Fashioned the Middle Class. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to
other place.

Faye Springer:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Service and Style: How the American Department
Store Fashioned the Middle Class to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and
study it. Beside that the publication Service and Style: How the American Department Store Fashioned the
Middle Class can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of this time.
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