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"In the sixteenth century, a rise in sexual violence in European society was exacerbated by
pressure from church and state to change basic sexual customs...As the centuries since have
shown escalating levels both of violence, general and sexual, and of state control, the
witchcraze can be considered a portent, even a model, of some aspects of what modern Europe
would be like."

Over three centuries, approximately one hundred thousand persons, most of whom were women, were put to
death under the guise of "witch hunts", particularly in Reformation Europe. The shocking annihilation of
women from all walks of life is explored in this brilliant, authoritative feminist history Anne Llwellyn
Barstow. Barstow exposes an unrecognized holocaust -- the "ethnic cleansing" of independent women in
Reformation Europe -- and examines the residual attitudes that continue to influence our culture.

Barstow argues that it is only with eyes sensitive to gender issues that we can discern what really happened
in the persecution and murder of these women. Her sweeping chronicle examines the scapegoating of women
from the ills of society, investigates how their subjugation to sexual violence and death sent a message of
control to all women, and compares this persecution of women with the enslavement and slaughter of
African slaves and Native Americans.

Ultimately Barstow traces the current backlash against women to its gynophobic torture-filled origins. In the
process, she leaves an indelible mark on our growing understanding of the legacy of violence against women
around the world.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Cook:

The actual book Witchcraze: A New History of the European Witch Hunts will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Witchcraze: A New History of the European
Witch Hunts is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so
you can quicker to read the book.

Norris Patterson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Witchcraze: A New History of the European Witch Hunts will give you new
experience in reading through a book.

James Adcock:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like
Witchcraze: A New History of the European Witch Hunts which is finding the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's see.

Kathleen Huckaby:

This Witchcraze: A New History of the European Witch Hunts is fresh way for you who has interest to look
for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Witchcraze: A New History of
the European Witch Hunts can be the light food in your case because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep
I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for
your better life and also knowledge.
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