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Johann Sebastian Bach is one of the most unfathomable composers in the history of music. How can such
sublime work have been produced by a man who (when we can discern his personality at all) seems so
ordinary, so opaque—and occasionally so intemperate?

John Eliot Gardiner grew up passing one of the only two authentic portraits of Bach every morning and
evening on the stairs of his parents’ house, where it hung for safety during World War II. He has been
studying and performing Bach ever since, and is now regarded as one of the composer’s greatest living
interpreters. The fruits of this lifetime’s immersion are distilled in this remarkable book, grounded in the
most recent Bach scholarship but moving far beyond it, and explaining in wonderful detail the ideas on
which Bach drew, how he worked, how his music is constructed, how it achieves its effects—and what it can
tell us about Bach the man.

Gardiner’s background as a historian has encouraged him to search for ways in which scholarship and
performance can cooperate and fruitfully coalesce. This has entailed piecing together the few biographical
shards, scrutinizing the music, and watching for those instances when Bach’s personality seems to penetrate
the fabric of his notation. Gardiner’s aim is “to give the reader a sense of inhabiting the same experiences
and sensations that Bach might have had in the act of music-making. This, I try to show, can help us arrive at
a more human likeness discernible in the closely related processes of composing and performing his music.”

It is very rare that such an accomplished performer of music should also be a considerable writer and thinker
about it. John Eliot Gardiner takes us as deeply into Bach’s works and mind as perhaps words can. The result
is a unique book about one of the greatest of all creative artists. 
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From reader reviews:

Tina Brookins:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Bach: Music in the Castle of Heaven, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Jodi Harper:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Bach: Music in the Castle of Heaven can be great
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Kelsey Jimenez:

Beside this specific Bach: Music in the Castle of Heaven in your phone, it might give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Bach: Music in the Castle of Heaven because this book offers for you readable information. Do
you often have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in
the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Lisa Saxon:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Bach: Music in the Castle of Heaven can make you feel more interested to read.
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