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Between the well-documented development of colonial Bombay and sprawling contemporary Mumbai, a
profound shift in the city’s fabric occurred: the emergence of the first suburbs and their distinctive pattern of
apartment living. In House, but No Garden Nikhil Rao considers this phenomenon and its significance for
South Asian urban life. It is the first book to explore an organization of the middle-class neighborhood that
became ubiquitous in the mid-twentieth-century city and that has spread throughout the subcontinent.

Rao examines how the challenge of converting lands from agrarian to urban use created new relations
between the state, landholders, and other residents of the city. At the level of dwellings, apartment living in
self-contained flats represented a novel form of urban life, one that expressed a compromise between the
caste and class identities of suburban residents who are upper caste but belong to the lower-middle or middle
class. Living in such a built environment, under the often conflicting imperatives of maintaining the
exclusivity of caste and subcaste while assembling residential groupings large enough to be economically
viable, led suburban residents to combine caste with class, type of work, and residence to forge new
metacaste practices of community identity.

As it links the colonial and postcolonial city—both visually and analytically—Rao’s work traces the
appearance of new spatial and cultural configurations in the middle decades of the twentieth century in
Bombay. In doing so, it expands our understanding of how built environments and urban identities are
constitutive of one another.
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From reader reviews:

Jo Daigneault:

The book House, but No Garden: Apartment Living in Bombay's Suburbs, 1898-1964 can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book
House, but No Garden: Apartment Living in Bombay's Suburbs, 1898-1964? A few of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book House, but No Garden: Apartment Living in Bombay's Suburbs,
1898-1964 has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Mohammed Thomas:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one would
work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take House, but No Garden: Apartment Living in Bombay's Suburbs, 1898-1964 as
the daily resource information.

Bobby Miller:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top listing in your reading list is House, but No Garden: Apartment Living in Bombay's Suburbs, 1898-
1964. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Juan Turgeon:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that will
filled update of news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just searching for the House, but No Garden: Apartment Living in Bombay's Suburbs, 1898-
1964 when you desired it?
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