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The belief that Thomas Jefferson had an affair and fathered a child (or children) with slave Sally Hemings---
and that such an allegation was proven by DNA testing—has become so pervasive in American popular
culture that it is not only widely accepted but taught to students as historical fact. But as William G. Hyland
Jr. demonstrates, this "fact" is nothing more than the accumulation of salacious rumors and irresponsible
scholarship over the years, much of it inspired by political grudges, academic opportunism, and the trend of
historical revisionism that seeks to drag the reputation of the Founding Fathers through the mud. In this
startling and revelatory argument, Hyland shows not only that the evidence against Jefferson is lacking, but
that in fact he is entirely innocent of the charge of having sexual relations with Hemings.

Historians have the wrong Jefferson. Hyland, an experienced trial lawyer, presents the most reliable
historical evidence while dissecting the unreliable, and in doing so he cuts through centuries of
unsubstantiated charges. The author reminds us that the DNA tests identified Eston Hemings, Sally's
youngest child, as being merely the descendant of a "Jefferson male." Randolph Jefferson, the president's
wayward, younger brother with a reputation for socializing among the Monticello slaves, emerges as the
most likely of several possible candidates. Meanwhile, the author traces the evolution of this rumor about
Thomas Jefferson back to the allegation made by one James Callendar, a "drunken ruffian" who carried a
grudge after unsuccessfully lobbying the president for a postmaster appointment---and who then openly
bragged of ruining Jefferson's reputation. Hyland also delves into Hemings family oral histories that go
against the popular rumor, as well as the ways in which the Jefferson rumors were advanced by less-than-
historical dramas and by flawed scholarly research often shaped by political agendas.

Reflecting both a layperson's curiosity and a lawyer's precision, Hyland definitively puts to rest the allegation
of the thirty-eight-year liaison between Jefferson and Hemings. In doing so, he reclaims the nation's third
president from the arena of Hollywood-style myth and melodrama and gives his readers a unique opportunity
to serve as jurors on this enduringly fascinating episode in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Norris:

Here thing why this specific In Defense of Thomas Jefferson: The Sally Hemings Sex Scandal are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. In Defense of Thomas Jefferson: The Sally
Hemings Sex Scandal giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no reserve that similar with In Defense of Thomas Jefferson: The Sally Hemings Sex Scandal. It
gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of In
Defense of Thomas Jefferson: The Sally Hemings Sex Scandal in e-book can be your alternate.

Deanna Nance:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the guide untitled In Defense of Thomas Jefferson: The Sally Hemings Sex
Scandal can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Shawn Stoltzfus:

This In Defense of Thomas Jefferson: The Sally Hemings Sex Scandal is great publication for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can say no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having In Defense of Thomas Jefferson: The Sally Hemings Sex Scandal in your hand like getting the world
in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt that?

William Matthews:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended



to your account is In Defense of Thomas Jefferson: The Sally Hemings Sex Scandal this reserve consist a lot
of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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