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As late as the 1960s, tacos were virtually unknown outside Mexico and the American Southwest. Within
fifty years the United States had shipped taco shells everywhere from Alaska to Australia, Morocco to
Mongolia. But how did this tasty hand-held food--and Mexican food more broadly--become so ubiquitous?
In Planet Taco, Jeffrey Pilcher traces the historical origins and evolution of Mexico's national cuisine,
explores its incarnation as a Mexican American fast-food, shows how surfers became global pioneers of
Mexican food, and how Corona beer conquered the world. Pilcher is particularly enlightening on what the
history of Mexican food reveals about the uneasy relationship between globalization and authenticity. The
burritos and taco shells that many people think of as Mexican were actually created in the United States. But
Pilcher argues that the contemporary struggle between globalization and national sovereignty to determine
the authenticity of Mexican food goes back hundreds of years. During the nineteenth century, Mexicans
searching for a national cuisine were torn between nostalgic "Creole" Hispanic dishes of the past and French
haute cuisine, the global food of the day. Indigenous foods were scorned as unfit for civilized tables. Only
when Mexican American dishes were appropriated by the fast food industry and carried around the world did
Mexican elites rediscover the foods of the ancient Maya and Aztecs and embrace the indigenous roots of
their national cuisine.
From a taco cart in Hermosillo, Mexico to the "Chili Queens" of San Antonio and tamale vendors in L.A.,
Jeffrey Pilcher follows this highly adaptable cuisine, paying special attention to the people too often
overlooked in the battle to define authentic Mexican food: Indigenous Mexicans and Mexican Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Herb Baker:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to reading a
book. The book Planet Taco: A Global History of Mexican Food it is very good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Vera Harris:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Planet Taco: A Global History of Mexican Food your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get previous to. The Planet Taco: A Global History of Mexican Food giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jeanne Pratt:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is usually Planet Taco: A Global History of Mexican
Food. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person.
By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Scott Schiller:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has
reading's heart or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Planet Taco: A Global History of Mexican Food can



make you experience more interested to read.
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