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This study contends that folly is of fundamental importance to the implicit philosophical vision of
Shakespeare’s drama. The discourse of folly’s wordplay, jubilant ironies, and vertiginous paradoxes furnish
Shakespeare with a way of understanding that lays bare the hypocrisies and absurdities of the serious world.
Like Erasmus, More, and Montaigne before him, Shakespeare employs folly as a mode of understanding that
does not arrogantly insist upon the veracity of its own claims – a fool’s truth, after all, is spoken by a fool.
Yet, as this study demonstrates, Shakespearean folly is not the sole preserve of professional jesters and
garrulous clowns, for it is also apparent on a thematic, conceptual, and formal level in virtually all of his
plays. Examining canonical histories, comedies, and tragedies, this study is the first to either contextualize
Shakespearean folly within European humanist thought, or to argue that Shakespeare’s philosophy of folly is
part of a subterranean strand of Western philosophy, which itself reflects upon the folly of the wise. This
strand runs from the philosopher-fool Socrates through to Montaigne and on to Nietzsche, but finds its most
sustained expression in the Critical Theory of the mid to late twentieth-century, when the self-destructive
potential latent in rationality became an historical reality. This book makes a substantial contribution to the
fields of Shakespeare, Renaissance humanism, Critical Theory, and Literature and Philosophy. It illustrates,
moreover, how rediscovering the philosophical potential of folly may enable us to resist the growing
dominance of instrumental thought in the cultural sphere.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Zimmerman:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one using
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Shakespeare's Folly: Philosophy, Humanism,
Critical Theory (Routledge Studies in Shakespeare) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

William Grimm:

The book Shakespeare's Folly: Philosophy, Humanism, Critical Theory (Routledge Studies in Shakespeare)
has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Danna Bullock:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
actually Shakespeare's Folly: Philosophy, Humanism, Critical Theory (Routledge Studies in Shakespeare).

Angie Blakney:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Shakespeare's Folly:
Philosophy, Humanism, Critical Theory (Routledge Studies in Shakespeare) which is keeping the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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