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Obscene, libidinous, loathsome, lascivious. Those were just some of the ways critics described the
nineteenth-century weeklies that covered and publicized New York City’s extensive sexual underworld.
Publications like the Flash and the Whip—distinguished by a captivating brew of lowbrow humor and
titillating gossip about prostitutes, theater denizens, and sporting events—were not the sort generally bound
in leather for future reference, and despite their popularity with an enthusiastic readership, they quickly
receded into almost complete obscurity. Recently, though, two sizable collections of these papers have
resurfaced, and in The Flash Press three renowned scholars provide a landmark study of their significance as
well as a wide selection of their ribald articles and illustrations.

 

Including short tales of urban life, editorials on prostitution, and moralizing rants against homosexuality,
these selections epitomize a distinct form of urban journalism. Here, in addition to providing a thorough
overview of this colorful reportage, its editors, and its audience, the authors examine nineteenth-century
ideas of sexuality and freedom that mixed Tom Paine’s republicanism with elements of the Marquis de
Sade’s sexual ideology. They also trace the evolution of censorship and obscenity law, showing how a string
of legal battles ultimately led to the demise of the flash papers: editors were hauled into court, sentenced to
jail for criminal obscenity and libel, and eventually pushed out of business. But not before they forever
changed the debate over public sexuality and freedom of expression in America’s most important city.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen King:

The knowledge that you get from The Flash Press: Sporting Male Weeklies in 1840s New York (Historical
Studies of Urban America) could be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Flash
Press: Sporting Male Weeklies in 1840s New York (Historical Studies of Urban America) giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
by means of anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this The Flash Press:
Sporting Male Weeklies in 1840s New York (Historical Studies of Urban America) instantly.

Nathaniel Marvel:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Flash Press: Sporting Male Weeklies in 1840s New
York (Historical Studies of Urban America) as the daily resource information.

Vicky Penn:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Flash Press: Sporting Male
Weeklies in 1840s New York (Historical Studies of Urban America) that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick
The Flash Press: Sporting Male Weeklies in 1840s New York (Historical Studies of Urban America) become
your own starter.

Elizabeth Villalobos:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and



soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is The Flash Press: Sporting Male Weeklies in 1840s New York
(Historical Studies of Urban America) this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.
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