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An account of an ordinary young woman coming of age in the "Burned-Over District" of Western New York
during the Second Great Awakening.

In 1851, fourteen-year-old orphan Ann McMath was sent to live with her uncle and his family in their
parsonage in Horseheads, New York. Lonely and full of self doubt, anxious to establish female friendships in
a new place, and questing for intellectual and moral perfection, she began keeping journal when she was
seventeen and wrote in it regularly for the next five years, until she was married. A fascinating example of
“biography from below,” McMath’s journal offers a rare glimpse of of life in the 1850s as it was lived by
ordinary women, told in the authentic voice of a young woman coming of age in the Burned-Over District of
Western New York. In addition to the journal itself, the book includes an introduction by editor C. Stewart
Doty, as well as a geneaology, notes on the text, and a section entitled “People in the Life of Ann McMath,”
which gives brief biographies of everyone mentioned in the journal.

“We get a close look at the loneliness of living in a farming community. The daily struggle to live and
survive and the ever present specter of death. [Ann] is just your average woman; the closest she gets
involved in politics is listening to the occasional lecture at their church. Stewart Doty has done an excellent
job putting together this journal and preserving it as a future source for students and scholars.” — San
Francisco Book Review>/i>

C. Stewart Doty is Professor Emeritus of History at the University of Maine. He is coauthor (with Dale
Sperry Mudge and Herbert John Benally) of Photographing Navajos: John Collier Jr. on the Reservation,
1948–1953 and of Acadian Hard Times: The Farm Security Administration in Maine’s St. John Valley,
1940–1943. He has written extensively in the field of American history in various journals and other books.
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From reader reviews:

Keisha Kent:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the book untitled The Journal of Ann McMath: An Orphan in a New York Parsonage in the 1850s
(Excelsior Editions) can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Peter Barba:

Why? Because this The Journal of Ann McMath: An Orphan in a New York Parsonage in the 1850s
(Excelsior Editions) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter
it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book
get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having
that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Christina McMullen:

The Journal of Ann McMath: An Orphan in a New York Parsonage in the 1850s (Excelsior Editions) can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy
arrangement in writing The Journal of Ann McMath: An Orphan in a New York Parsonage in the 1850s
(Excelsior Editions) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn
you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Daryl Glover:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Journal of Ann McMath: An Orphan in
a New York Parsonage in the 1850s (Excelsior Editions) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book The Journal of Ann McMath: An Orphan in a New York Parsonage in the
1850s (Excelsior Editions) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the



best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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