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Unfriendly Witnesses: Gender, Theater, and Film in the McCarthy Era examines the experiences of seven
prominent women of stage and screen whose lives and careers were damaged by the McCarthy-era “witch
hunts” for Communists and Communist sympathizers in the entertainment industry: Judy Holliday, Anne
Revere, Lillian Hellman, Dorothy Parker, Margaret Webster, Mady Christians, and Kim Hunter.

The effects on women of the anti-Communist crusades that swept the nation between 1947 and 1962 have
been largely overlooked by cultural critics and historians, who have instead focused their attention on the
men of the period. Author Milly S. Barranger looks at the gender issues inherent in the investigations and at
the destructive impact the investigations had on the lives and careers of these seven women—and on
American film and theater and culture in general.

Issues of gender and politics surface in the women’s testimony before the committeemen, labeled
“unfriendly” because the women refused to name names. Unfriendly Witnesses redresses the absence of
women’s histories during this era of modern political history and identifies the enduring strains of
McCarthyism in postmillennial America.

Barranger recreates the congressional and state hearings that addressed the alleged Communist influence in
the entertainment industry and examines in detail the cases of these seven women,  including the appearance
of actress Judy Holliday before the committee of Senator Pat McCarran, who aimed to limit the immigration
of Eastern Europeans; actress Anne Revere and playwright Lillian Hellman, appearing before the House Un-
American Activities Committee, sought the protections of the Fifth Amendment with different outcomes; of
writer Dorothy Parker, who testified before a New York state legislative committee investigating
contributions to “front” groups; and of director Margaret Webster, before Senator Joseph McCarthy’s
subcommittee, whose aim was the indictment of Senator J. William Fulbright and the U.S. State Department.
None escaped subsequent blacklisting, denial of employment, and notations in FBI files that they were
threats to national security.

Unfriendly Witnesses is enhanced by nine illustrations and extensive excerpts from Red Channels: The
Report of Communist Influence in Radio and Television, originally published in 1950 at the height of the Red
Scare, and which listed 151 allegedly subversive writers, directors, and performers. Barranger includes the
complete entries from Red Channels for the seven women she discusses, which include the “subversive”



affiliations that prompted the women’s interrogation by the government.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Silva:

In other case, little folks like to read book Unfriendly Witnesses: Gender, Theater, and Film in the McCarthy
Era (Theater in the Americas). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important some sort of book Unfriendly Witnesses: Gender, Theater, and Film in the
McCarthy Era (Theater in the Americas). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by
the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Coleen Faircloth:

Here thing why this kind of Unfriendly Witnesses: Gender, Theater, and Film in the McCarthy Era (Theater
in the Americas) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Unfriendly Witnesses:
Gender, Theater, and Film in the McCarthy Era (Theater in the Americas) giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with
Unfriendly Witnesses: Gender, Theater, and Film in the McCarthy Era (Theater in the Americas). It gives
you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even
in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Unfriendly Witnesses: Gender, Theater, and Film in the McCarthy Era (Theater in the Americas) in e-book
can be your substitute.

Albert Gilchrist:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Unfriendly Witnesses: Gender, Theater, and Film in the McCarthy Era (Theater
in the Americas) can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Chris Wolf:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity



do you possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read will be Unfriendly Witnesses: Gender, Theater, and Film in the McCarthy Era
(Theater in the Americas).
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