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This book, the first to focus on the integration of the Gulf Coast, is Dr. Gilbert R. Mason's eyewitness
account of harrowing episodes that occurred there during the civil rights movement. Newly opened by court
order, documents from the Mississippi Sovereignty Commission's secret files enhance this riveting memoir
written by a major civil rights figure in Mississippi. He joined his friends and allies Aaron Henry and the
martyred Medgar Evers to combat injustices in one of the nation's most notorious bastions of segregation.

In Mississippi, the civil rights struggle began in May 1959 with "wade-ins." In open and conscious defiance
of segregation laws, Mason led nine black Biloxians onto a restricted spot along the twenty-six-mile beach.
A year later more wade-ins on beaches reserved for whites set off the bloodiest race riot in the state's history
and led the U.S. Justice Department to initiate the first-ever federal court challenge of Mississippi's
segregationist laws and practices. Simultaneously, Mason and local activists began their work on the state's
first school desegregation suit. As the coordinator of the strategy, he faced threats to his life.

Mason's memoir gives readers a documented journey through the daily humiliations that segregation and
racism imposed upon the black populace -- upon fathers, mothers, children, laborers, and professionals. Born
in 1928 in the slums of Jackson, Mason acknowledges the impact of his strong extended family and of the
supportive system of institutions in the black neighborhood. They nurtured him to manhood and helped
fulfill his dream of becoming a physician.

His story recalls the great migration of blacks to the North, of family members who remained in Mississippi,
of family ties in Chicago and other northern cities. Following graduation from Tennessee State and Howard
University Medical College, he set up his practice in the black section of Biloxi in 1955 and experienced the
restrictions that even a black physician suffered in the segregated South. Four years later, he began his battle
to dismantle the Jim Crow system. This is the story of his struggle and hard-won victory.

Gilbert R. Mason, M.D., continues as a practicing physician in Biloxi. Although a life-long Democrat, he
served as a school-desegregation adviser to the Republican administration of President Nixon, as well as a
friend, adviser, and appointee of several Mississippi governors.

James Patterson Smith is an associate professor of history at the University of Southern Mississippi. He has
published in numerous periodicals, including the Journal of Negro History and the Journal of Mississippi
History.
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From reader reviews:

James Baron:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Beaches, Blood, and Ballots: A Black Doctor's Civil Rights
Struggle (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies). Try to make book Beaches,
Blood, and Ballots: A Black Doctor's Civil Rights Struggle (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African
American Studies) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience
as well as knowledge with this book.

Thomas Schulz:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important for us. The book Beaches, Blood, and Ballots: A Black Doctor's Civil Rights Struggle
(Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) was making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Beaches,
Blood, and Ballots: A Black Doctor's Civil Rights Struggle (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African
American Studies) is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
together with the book Beaches, Blood, and Ballots: A Black Doctor's Civil Rights Struggle (Margaret
Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies). You never truly feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Marni Johnson:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Beaches, Blood, and Ballots: A Black Doctor's Civil Rights Struggle (Margaret Walker
Alexander Series in African American Studies) can make you really feel more interested to read.

Catherine Almond:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also



native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
From the book Beaches, Blood, and Ballots: A Black Doctor's Civil Rights Struggle (Margaret Walker
Alexander Series in African American Studies) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Beaches, Blood, and Ballots: A
Black Doctor's Civil Rights Struggle (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies). You
can more desirable than now.
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