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Reveals how Christian mythology of the Middle Ages had more to do with paganism than the Bible

• Identifies pagan deities that were incorporated into each of the saints

• Shows how all the major holidays on the Christian calendar are modeled on long-standing pagan traditions

This extensive study of the Christian mythology that animated medieval Europe shows that this mythology is
primarily of pagan inspiration and that very little of it comes from the Bible. The fact that Christianity
grafted itself onto earlier pagan worship was no mystery to the Church Fathers, Philippe Walter explains.
Pagan elements were incorporated into the Christian faith on the advice of Pope Gregory the Great, who told
Saint Augustine of Canterbury that rather than tear down the pagan temples in Britain, he should instead add
the pagan rituals into the mix of Christian practices, thus providing an easy transition to the new religion. It
was simply a matter of convincing the populace to slightly redirect their focus to include Jesus.

In this highly documented work Walter shows which major calendar days of the Christian year are founded
on pagan rituals and myths, including the high holidays of Easter and Christmas, a time when many pagans
prepared for the coming of spirits who would leave gifts for those who honored their coming. Indeed, the
identities of saints and pagan figures were so intermingled that some saints were even transformed into
pagan incarnations. Mary Magdalene, for instance, became one of the ladies of the lake of Celtic legend. He
also explores how the hagiographic accounts of the saints in the scriptures reveal the origin of these symbolic
figures to be the deities worshiped in pagan Europe for centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Quincy Eddy:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Christianity: The Origins of a Pagan Religion. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book
Christianity: The Origins of a Pagan Religion. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called
e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Maria Saad:

The book Christianity: The Origins of a Pagan Religion gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Christianity: The
Origins of a Pagan Religion to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and
read a book Christianity: The Origins of a Pagan Religion. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Rachel Leadbetter:

The book untitled Christianity: The Origins of a Pagan Religion contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly
not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the
new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Derek Clancy:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Christianity: The Origins of a Pagan
Religion is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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