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"An important and original book with dazzling insights . . . it challenges some widely held views of both the
political and cinematic components of contemporary America, and it should certainly evoke a goodly share
of indignation as well as admiration."--H. Bruce Franklin, author of MIA or Mythmaking in America
"Hard Bodies is a real page-turner in which Susan Jeffords reveals how in the 1980s Ronald Reagan, Rambo,
and Robocop came together at our own fitness clubs in a way that transformed crucial numbers of movie-
going, Nautilus-devoted American white men into anti-Communist presidential voters. This serious book is
sure to change how we make sense of Hollywood's gendered maintenance of the Cold War."--Cynthia Enloe,
author of The Morning After: Sexual Politics at the End of the Cold War
Hard Bodies looks at some of the most popular films of the Reagan era and examines how the characters,
themes, and stories presented in them often helped to reinforce and disseminate the policies, programs, and
beliefs of the "Reagan Revolution." In particular, because Ronald Reagan was himself most often portrayed
in terms that emphasized his strength, toughness, and assertiveness, one of the key images of the Reagan era
was that of masculinity itself. But the Reagan era also promoted a concept of the nation as gendered, strong,
tough, and assertive, like the President who seemed to epitomize the United States in its confrontation with
the "evil" Soviet empire, the Sandinista government, or the drug-trading cartels. Action-adventure films of
the 1980s accentuated these qualities, not only as foreign policy methods but also as domestic agendas,
putting forward the American "hard body" as the solution to the nation's foreign and domestic failings.
Through her illuminating and detailed analyses of both the Reagan presidency and many blockbuster movies,
Susan Jeffords provides a scenario within which the successes of the New Right and the Reagan presidency
can begin to be understood. Rambo, Lethal Weapon, Die Hard, Robocop, Back to the Future, Star Wars, the
Indiana Jones series, Mississippi Burning, Rain Man, Batman, and Unforgiven are among the films she
discusses.
Susan Jeffords is a professor of English and director of Women's Studies at the University of Washington.
She is the author of The Remasculization of America: Gender and the Vietnam War, and co-editor of Seeing
Through the Media: The Persian Gulf War (Rutgers University Press).
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From reader reviews:

Micah Stahlman:

Hard Bodies: Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Hard Bodies:
Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Laura Enriquez:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be examine. Hard Bodies: Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era can be your answer because it
can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Theresa Frost:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Hard Bodies: Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era this guide
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Daniel England:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere?
It ok you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Hard Bodies:
Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.
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