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Scott Spector’s adventurous cultural history maps for the first time the "territories" carved out by German-
Jewish intellectuals living in Prague at the dawn of the twentieth century. Spector explores the social,
cultural, and ideological contexts in which Franz Kafka and his contemporaries flourished, revealing
previously unseen relationships between politics and culture. His incisive readings of a broad array of
German writers feature the work of Kafka and the so-called "Prague circle" and encompass journalism,
political theory, Zionism, and translation as well as literary program and practice.

With the collapse of German-liberal cultural and political power in the late-nineteenth-century Habsburg
Empire, Prague’s bourgeois Jews found themselves squeezed between a growing Czech national movement
on the one hand and a racial rather than cultural conception of Germanness on the other. Displaced from the
central social and cultural position they had come to occupy, the members of the "postliberal" Kafka
generation were dazzlingly productive and original, far out of proportion to their numbers. Seeking a
relationship between ideological crisis and cultural innovation, Spector observes the emergence of new
forms of territoriality.

He identifies three fundamental areas of cultural inventiveness related to this Prague circle’s political and
cultural dilemma. One was Expressionism, a revolt against all limits and boundaries, the second was a
spiritual form of Zionism incorporating a novel approach to Jewish identity that seems to have been at odds
with the pragmatic establishment of a Jewish state, and the third was a sort of cultural no-man’s-land in
which translation and mediation took the place of "territory." Spector’s investigation of these areas shows
that the intensely particular, idiosyncratic experience of German-speaking Jews in Prague allows access to
much broader and more general conditions of modernity. Combining theoretical sophistication with a
refreshingly original and readable style, Prague Territories illuminates some early signs of a contemporary
crisis from which we have not yet emerged.
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Woodson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this Prague
Territories: National Conflict and Cultural Innovation in Franz Kafka's Fin de Siècle (Weimar and Now:
German Cultural Criticism).

Thad Whitehead:

You will get this Prague Territories: National Conflict and Cultural Innovation in Franz Kafka's Fin de Siècle
(Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing
it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various.
Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Dwight Roberts:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
From the book Prague Territories: National Conflict and Cultural Innovation in Franz Kafka's Fin de Siècle
(Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism) we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Prague Territories: National Conflict
and Cultural Innovation in Franz Kafka's Fin de Siècle (Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism). You
can more appealing than now.

David Auman:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Prague Territories: National Conflict and
Cultural Innovation in Franz Kafka's Fin de Siècle (Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism) to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as



reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and
studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the e-
book Prague Territories: National Conflict and Cultural Innovation in Franz Kafka's Fin de Siècle (Weimar
and Now: German Cultural Criticism) can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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