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The National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics?forerunner of today's NASA?emerged in 1915, when
airplanes were curiosities made of wood and canvas and held together with yards of baling wire. At the time
an unusual example of government intrusion (and foresight, given the importance of aviation to national
military concerns), the committee oversaw the development of wind tunnels, metal fabrication, propeller
design, and powerful new high-speed aircraft during the 1920s and '30s. In this richly illustrated account,
acclaimed historian of aviation Roger E. Bilstein combines the story of NACA and NASA to provide a fresh
look at the agencies, the problems they faced, and the hard work as well as inventive genius of the men and
women who found the solutions.

NACA research during World War II led to critical advances in U.S. fighter and bomber design and, Bilstein
explains, contributed to engineering standards for helicopters. After 1945 the agency's test pilots
experimented with jet-powered aircraft, testing both human and technical limits in trying to break the so-
called "sound barrier." In October 1958, when the launch of the Soviet Sputnik signaled the beginning of the
space race, NACA formed the nucleus of the new National Aeronautics and Space Agency. The new
agency's efforts to meet President Kennedy's challenge?safely landing a man on the Moon and returning him
to Earth before the end of the 1960s?is one of the great adventure stories of all time. Bilstein goes on to
describe NASA's recent planetary and extraplanetary exploration, as well as its less well-known research into
the future of aeronautical design.
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From reader reviews:

William Martin:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Testing Aircraft, Exploring Space: An Illustrated
History of NACA and NASA. Try to stumble through book Testing Aircraft, Exploring Space: An Illustrated
History of NACA and NASA as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Sean Mills:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Testing Aircraft, Exploring Space: An Illustrated History of NACA
and NASA book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here
are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to deliver to you. The writer involving Testing Aircraft, Exploring Space: An Illustrated History of
NACA and NASA content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Testing Aircraft, Exploring Space: An Illustrated History of NACA and NASA is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Cary Freeman:

Beside this Testing Aircraft, Exploring Space: An Illustrated History of NACA and NASA in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Testing Aircraft, Exploring Space: An Illustrated History
of NACA and NASA because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book
but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Barry Altman:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
known as of book Testing Aircraft, Exploring Space: An Illustrated History of NACA and NASA. You can
include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you



actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.
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