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Why does Argentina’s national anthem describe its citizens as sons of the Inca? Why did patriots in
nineteenth-century Chile name a battleship after the Aztec emperor Montezuma? Answers to both questions
lie in the tangled knot of ideas that constituted the creole imagination in nineteenth-century Spanish
America. Rebecca Earle examines the place of preconquest peoples such as the Aztecs and the Incas within
the sense of identity—both personal and national—expressed by Spanish American elites in the first century
after independence, a time of intense focus on nation-building.

Starting with the anti-Spanish wars of independence in the early nineteenth century, Earle charts the
changing importance elite nationalists ascribed to the pre-Columbian past through an analysis of a wide
range of sources, including historical writings, poems and novels, postage stamps, constitutions, and public
sculpture. This eclectic archive illuminates the nationalist vision of creole elites throughout Spanish
America, who in different ways sought to construct meaningful national myths and histories. Traces of these
efforts are scattered across nineteenth-century culture; Earle maps the significance of those traces. She also
underlines the similarities in the development of nineteenth-century elite nationalism across Spanish
America. By offering a comparative study focused on Mexico, Guatemala, Colombia, Peru, Chile, and
Ecuador, The Return of the Native illustrates both the common features of elite nation-building and some of
the significant variations. The book ends with a consideration of the pro-indigenous indigenista movements
that developed in various parts of Spanish America in the early twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Bertha Underwood:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be smart
in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Return of the Native: Indians and Myth-
Making in Spanish America, 1810-1930 book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Randall Blake:

Typically the book The Return of the Native: Indians and Myth-Making in Spanish America, 1810-1930 will
bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book The Return of the Native:
Indians and Myth-Making in Spanish America, 1810-1930 is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Roderick Grubb:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Return of the Native: Indians
and Myth-Making in Spanish America, 1810-1930 book written by well-known writer who knows well how
to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question The
Return of the Native: Indians and Myth-Making in Spanish America, 1810-1930 as good book not just by the
cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Michael Brown:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time
to be examine. The Return of the Native: Indians and Myth-Making in Spanish America, 1810-1930 can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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