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The Spirit of Capitalism answers a fundamental question of economics, a question neither economists nor
economic historians have been able to answer: what are the reasons (rather than just the conditions) for
sustained economic growth? Taking her title from Max Weber's famous study on the same subject, Liah
Greenfeld focuses on the problem of motivation behind the epochal change in behavior, which from the
sixteenth century on has reoriented one economy after another from subsistence to profit, transforming the
nature of economic activity. A detailed analysis of the development of economic consciousness in England,
the Netherlands, France, Germany, Japan, and the United States allows her to argue that the motivation, or
"spirit," behind the modern, growth-oriented economy was not the liberation of the "rational economic
actor," but rather nationalism. Nationalism committed masses of people to an endless race for national
prestige and thus brought into being the phenomenon of economic competitiveness.

Nowhere has economic activity been further removed from the rational calculation of costs than in the
United States, where the economy has come to be perceived as the end-all of political life and the
determinant of all social progress. American "economic civilization" spurs the nation on to ever-greater
economic achievement. But it turns Americans into workaholics, unsure of the purpose of their pursuits, and
leads American statesmen to exaggerate the weight of economic concerns in foreign policy, often to the
detriment of American political influence and the confusion of the rest of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Joann Hamilton:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Spirit of
Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic Growth? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Michele Sexton:

The book The Spirit of Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic Growth make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Spirit of
Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic Growth to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like start and read a publication The Spirit of Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic
Growth. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Fernando Gallimore:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The Spirit of Capitalism:
Nationalism and Economic Growth that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then
how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but
for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you can pick The Spirit of Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic Growth become your
starter.

Kay Davidson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Spirit of Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic
Growth was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Spirit of
Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic Growth has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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