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This volume completes Keith McMahon’s acclaimed history of imperial wives and royal polygamy in China.
Avoiding the stereotype of the emperor’s plural wives as mere victims or playthings, the book considers
empresses and concubines as full-fledged participants in palace life, whether as mothers, wives, or go-
betweens in the emperor’s relations with others in the palace. Although restrictions on women’s participation
in politics increased dramatically after Empress Wu in the Tang, the author follows the strong and active
women, of both high and low rank, who continued to appear. They counseled emperors, ghostwrote for them,
oversaw succession when they died, and dominated them when they were weak. They influenced the
emperor’s relationships with other women and enhanced their aura and that of the royal house with their acts
of artistic and religious patronage. Dynastic history ended in China when the prohibition that women should
not rule was defied for the final time by Dowager Cixi, the last great monarch before China’s transformation
into a republic.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Mendosa:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Celestial Women: Imperial
Wives and Concubines in China from Song to Qing is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Craig Palmer:

The book Celestial Women: Imperial Wives and Concubines in China from Song to Qing will bring that you
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Celestial Women: Imperial Wives and
Concubines in China from Song to Qing is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Christine Brooks:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Celestial Women: Imperial Wives and Concubines in China from Song to Qing
will give you new experience in examining a book.

William Luke:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Celestial Women: Imperial Wives and Concubines in China from Song to Qing
was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
just wanted.
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