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Does major political reform require a crisis? When do new ideas emerge in politics? How can one person
make a difference?

In short: how and when does political change happen? Madmen, Intellectuals, and Academic
Scribblers tackles these big questions, arguing that ideas and entrepreneurship are the key ingredients in any
episode of political change. Authors Wayne A. Leighton and Edward J. López begin with the first lesson in
economics -- incentives matter -- and artfully explain how the lesson applies throughout political life.
Incentives explain why democracies often generate policies that impose net costs on society, and why these
inefficient policies persist for years.

Yet beneficial reform does sometimes occur. So Madmen goes beyond incentives to offer a framework in
which political change channels its way from ideas in society, through society's shared institutions (i.e., its
rules of the game), which then shape incentives. This type of change is seldom easy, because new ideas for
shaping the rules of the game must overcome two forces in society: widely shared beliefs and powerfully
vested interests. Yet at certain political moments - perhaps during a crisis, but not always - shared beliefs and
vested interests begin to weaken, and the opportunity for reform emerges. Within this
framework, Madmen shows why certain inefficient policies eventually get repealed (e.g., airline rate and
route regulation), while others endure (e.g., sugar subsidies and tariffs).

Drawing on the history of Western political ideas, both in theory and in practice, Madmen matches up three
key ingredients - ideas, rules, and incentives - with the characters who make political waves: "madmen in
authority" (such as Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Margaret Thatcher), "intellectuals" (like George Will or
Jon Stewart), and "academic scribblers" (in the vein of Friedrich Hayek and John Maynard Keynes).

Political change happens when these characters - called political entrepreneurs - notice areas of weakness in
the structure of ideas, rules, and incentives, and then find ways to change the rules of the game in those
areas. These entrepreneurs in political change may be philosophers, opinion makers, political leaders, or
other types of influencers. What they have in common is an interest in better ideas--ones that improve the
human condition--and a vision to change incentives and outcomes.

Madmen helps leaders in business and politics, and opinion-makers everywhere, better understand where the
next opportunities are emerging. Students and professors will eat up its history of ideas, from the Ancients
Greeks to Adam Smith, and from the Progressives to modern political economy. Using the framework laid
out by the authors, readers of all stripes will see how they can be entrepreneurs in promoting effective
political change.
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From reader reviews:

Pearlie Henry:

In other case, little folks like to read book Madmen, Intellectuals, and Academic Scribblers: The Economic
Engine of Political Change. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a book Madmen, Intellectuals, and Academic Scribblers: The Economic
Engine of Political Change. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Cheryl Grosvenor:

The book Madmen, Intellectuals, and Academic Scribblers: The Economic Engine of Political Change can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a
book Madmen, Intellectuals, and Academic Scribblers: The Economic Engine of Political Change? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Madmen,
Intellectuals, and Academic Scribblers: The Economic Engine of Political Change has simple shape but you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a guide. So
it is very wonderful.

Adele Yeager:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
for your requirements is Madmen, Intellectuals, and Academic Scribblers: The Economic Engine of Political
Change this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is
why this book suited all of you.

Cherly Plaster:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book
Madmen, Intellectuals, and Academic Scribblers: The Economic Engine of Political Change. You can



contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and
make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you
from one place to other place.
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