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In the 1960s and 1970s, a popular diagnosis for America’s problems was that society was becoming a
madhouse. In this intellectual and cultural history, Michael E. Staub examines a time when many believed
insanity was a sane reaction to obscene social conditions, psychiatrists were agents of repression, asylums
were gulags for society’s undesirables, and mental illness was a concept with no medical basis.

Madness Is Civilization explores the general consensus that societal ills—from dysfunctional marriage and
family dynamics to the Vietnam War, racism, and sexism—were at the root of mental illness. Staub
chronicles the surge in influence of socially attuned psychodynamic theories along with the rise of radical
therapy and psychiatric survivors' movements. He shows how the theories of antipsychiatry held
unprecedented sway over an enormous range of medical, social, and political debates until a bruising
backlash against these theories—part of the reaction to the perceived excesses and self-absorptions of the
1960s—effectively distorted them into caricatures. Throughout, Staub reveals that at stake in these debates
of psychiatry and politics was nothing less than how to think about the institution of the family, the nature of
the self, and the prospects for, and limits of, social change.

 The first study to describe how social diagnostic thinking emerged, Madness Is Civilization casts new light
on the politics of the postwar era.
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From reader reviews:

Raul Joyner:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Madness Is Civilization: When the
Diagnosis Was Social, 1948-1980 book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Billy Stinson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Madness Is Civilization: When
the Diagnosis Was Social, 1948-1980 is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Loretta Jones:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top list in your reading list is usually Madness Is Civilization: When the Diagnosis Was
Social, 1948-1980. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Ronald Peyton:

You may get this Madness Is Civilization: When the Diagnosis Was Social, 1948-1980 by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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