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How did the American people come to develop a moral association with this land, such that their very
experience of nationhood was rooted in, and their republican virtues depended upon, that land? And what is
happening now as the exclusivity of that moral linkage between people and land becomes ever more
attenuated? In Place and Belonging in America, David Jacobson addresses the evolving relationship between
geography and citizenship in the United States since the nation's origins.

Americans have commonly assumed that only a people rooted in a bounded territory could safeguard
republican virtues. But, as Jacobson argues, in the contemporary world of transnational identities, multiple
loyalties, and permeable borders, the notion of a singular territorial identity has lost its resonance. The
United States has come to represent a diverse quilt of cultures with varying ties to the land. These
developments have transformed the character of American politics to one in which the courts take a much
larger role in mediating civic life. An expanding web of legal rights enables individuals and groups to pursue
their own cultural and social ends, in contrast to the civic republican practice of an active citizenry
legislating its collective life.

In the first part of his sweeping study, Jacobson considers the origins of the uniquely American sense of
place, exploring such components as the Puritans and their religious vision of the New World; the early
Republic and agrarian virtue as extolled in the writings of Thomas Jefferson; the nationalization of place
during the Civil War; and the creation of post-Civil War monuments and, later, the national park system. The
second part of Place and Belonging in America concerns the contemporary United States and its more
complex interactions between space and citizenship. Here Jacobson looks at the multicultural landscape as
represented by the 1991 act of Congress that changed the name of the Custer Battlefield National Monument
to Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument and the subsequent construction of a memorial honoring the
Indian participants in the battle; the Vietnam Veterans Memorial; and the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum. He also reflects upon changing patterns of immigration and settlement. At once far-reaching and
detailed, Place and Belonging in America offers a though-provoking new perspective on the myriad, often
spiritual connections between territoriality, national identity, and civic culture.
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From reader reviews:

Nick Jansen:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Place and Belonging in
America? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other
opinion?

Tanya Nolan:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Place and Belonging in America. All type of
book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Roger Hodge:

The reason? Because this Place and Belonging in America is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Henry Brown:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list is Place and Belonging in America. This book that is qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.
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