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An enormously entertaining account of the gifted and eccentric directors who gave us the golden age
of modern horror in the 1970s, bringing a new brand of politics and gritty realism to the genre.

Much has been written about the storied New Hollywood of the 1970s, but at the same time as Martin
Scorsese, Steven Spielberg, and Francis Ford Coppola were making their first classic movies, a parallel
universe of directors gave birth to the modern horror film-aggressive, raw, and utterly original. Based on
unprecedented access to the genre's major players, The New York Times's critic Jason Zinoman's Shock Value
delivers the first definitive account of horror's golden age.

By the late 1960s, horror was stuck in the past, confined mostly to drive-in theaters and exploitation houses,
and shunned by critics. Shock Value tells the unlikely story of how the much-disparaged horror film became
an ambitious art form while also conquering the multiplex. Directors such as Wes Craven, Roman Polanski,
John Carpenter, and Brian De Palma- counterculture types operating largely outside the confines of
Hollywood-revolutionized the genre, exploding taboos and bringing a gritty aesthetic, confrontational style,
and political edge to horror. Zinoman recounts how these directors produced such classics as Rosemary's
Baby, Carrie, The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, and Halloween, creating a template for horror that has been
imitated relentlessly but whose originality has rarely been matched.

This new kind of film dispensed with the old vampires and werewolves and instead assaulted audiences with
portraits of serial killers, the dark side of suburbia, and a brand of nihilistic violence that had never been seen
before. Shock Value tells the improbable stories behind the making of these movies, which were often
directed by obsessive and insecure young men working on shoestring budgets, were funded by sketchy
investors, and starred porn stars. But once The Exorcist became the highest grossing film in America,
Hollywood took notice.

The classic horror films of the 1970s have now spawned a billion-dollar industry, but they have also
penetrated deep into the American consciousness. Quite literally, Zinoman reveals, these movies have taught
us what to be afraid of. Drawing on interviews with hundreds of the most important artists in horror, Shock
Value is an enthralling and personality-driven account of an overlooked but hugely influential golden age in
American film.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Fairbanks:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Shock Value: How a Few Eccentric Outsiders
Gave Us Nightmares, Conquered Hollywood, and Invented Modern Horror will make you to be smarter. You
can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in
which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Anthony Doucet:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is
this Shock Value: How a Few Eccentric Outsiders Gave Us Nightmares, Conquered Hollywood, and
Invented Modern Horror.

Diane Numbers:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
will be Shock Value: How a Few Eccentric Outsiders Gave Us Nightmares, Conquered Hollywood, and
Invented Modern Horror.

Michael Emery:

This Shock Value: How a Few Eccentric Outsiders Gave Us Nightmares, Conquered Hollywood, and
Invented Modern Horror is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having small amount of digest in reading this Shock Value: How a Few Eccentric Outsiders Gave
Us Nightmares, Conquered Hollywood, and Invented Modern Horror can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the



form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just
read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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