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In this groundbreaking study, Zimmerman explores the town meeting form of government in all New
England states. This comprehensive work relies heavily upon surveys of town officers and citizens,
interviews, and mastery of the scattered writing on the subject. Zimmerman finds that the stereotypes of the
New England open town meeting advanced by its critics are a serious distortion of reality. He shows that
voter superintendence of town affairs has proven to be effective, and there is no empirical evidence that
thousands of small towns and cities with elected councils are governed better. Whereas the relatively small
voter attendance suggests that interest groups can control town meetings, their influence has been offset
effectively by the development of town advisory committees, particularly the finance committee and the
planning board, which are effective counterbalances to pressure groups.

Zimmerman provides a new conception of town meeting democracy, positing that the meeting is a de facto
representative legislative body with two safety valves?open access to all voters and the initiative to add
articles to the warrant, and the calling of special meetings to reconsider decisions made at the preceding town
meeting. And, as Zimmerman points out, a third safety valve?the protest referendum?can be adopted by a
town meeting.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Kraus:

The book The New England Town Meeting: Democracy in Action has a lot associated with on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after reading this book.

Lavonne Ouellette:

The reason why? Because this The New England Town Meeting: Democracy in Action is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Bella Singer:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The New England Town Meeting: Democracy in Action can make you
really feel more interested to read.

Jimmie Houck:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The New England Town Meeting: Democracy in
Action to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
start a book and read it. Beside that the e-book The New England Town Meeting: Democracy in Action can
to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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