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• Finalist for the African Studies Association’s 2014 Melville J. Herskovits Award for best book in
African Studies

Between the 1880s and the 1940s, the region known as British West Africa became a dynamic zone of
literary creativity and textual experimentation. African-owned newspapers offered local writers numerous
opportunities to contribute material for publication, and editors repeatedly defined the press as a vehicle to
host public debates rather than simply as an organ to disseminate news or editorial ideology. Literate locals
responded with great zeal, and in increasing numbers as the twentieth century progressed, they sent in letters,
articles, fiction, and poetry for publication in English- and African-language newspapers.

The Power to Name offers a rich cultural history of this phenomenon, examining the wide array of
anonymous and pseudonymous writing practices to be found in African-owned newspapers between the
1880s and the 1940s, and the rise of celebrity journalism in the period of anticolonial nationalism. Stephanie
Newell has produced an account of colonial West Africa that skillfully shows the ways in which colonized
subjects used pseudonyms and anonymity to alter and play with colonial power and constructions of African
identity.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Bell:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great and important the book The Power to Name: A History of
Anonymity in Colonial West Africa (New African Histories). All type of book is it possible to see on many
options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Jeffery Hall:

This The Power to Name: A History of Anonymity in Colonial West Africa (New African Histories) book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This The Power to Name: A History of Anonymity in
Colonial West Africa (New African Histories) without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry The Power to Name: A History of Anonymity
in Colonial West Africa (New African Histories) can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space
or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The
Power to Name: A History of Anonymity in Colonial West Africa (New African Histories) having good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Marietta Allred:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Power to
Name: A History of Anonymity in Colonial West Africa (New African Histories) is kind of guide which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Jeffrey Blough:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Power to Name:
A History of Anonymity in Colonial West Africa (New African Histories) that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always



be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The
Power to Name: A History of Anonymity in Colonial West Africa (New African Histories) become your
personal starter.
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