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France in the eighteenth century glittered, but also seethed, with new goods and new ideas. In the halls of
Versailles, the streets of Paris, and the soul of the Enlightenment itself, a vitriolic struggle was being waged
over the question of ownership—of property, of position, even of personhood. Those who championed man's
possession of material, spiritual, and existential goods faced the successive assaults of radical Christian
mystics, philosophical materialists, and political revolutionaries. This book traces the aims and activities of
these three seemingly disparate groups, and the current of anti-individualism that permeated theology,
philosophy, and politics throughout the period.

Fired by the desire to abandon the self, men and women sought new ways to relate to God, nature, and
nation. They joined illicit mystic cults that engaged in rituals of physical mortification and sexual license,
committed suicides in the throes of materialist fatalism, drank potions to induce consciousness-altering
dreams, railed against the degrading effects of unfettered consumption, and ultimately renounced the feudal
privileges that had for centuries defined their social existence. The explosive denouement was the French
Revolution, during which God and king were toppled from their thrones.

We credit the French Enlightenment with the formal recognition of autonomous individualism, and the
Revolution with inscribing the individual's rights into law. This book contends, however, that these rights
arose as much out of calls for violent self-sacrifice as for the individual pursuit of happiness. Revealing the
religious underpinnings of the Enlightenment even in its materialist, atheistic forms, The Virtues of Abandon
offers an original, audacious history of eighteenth-century France.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Bolden:

The book The Virtues of Abandon: An Anti-Individualist History of the French Enlightenment make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
reading a book The Virtues of Abandon: An Anti-Individualist History of the French Enlightenment to
become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a e-book
The Virtues of Abandon: An Anti-Individualist History of the French Enlightenment. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Dora Gourley:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more
time to be learn. The Virtues of Abandon: An Anti-Individualist History of the French Enlightenment can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Ruby Mejia:

You may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Virtues of Abandon: An Anti-
Individualist History of the French Enlightenment is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Timothy Montgomery:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is known as of book The Virtues of Abandon: An Anti-Individualist History of the French Enlightenment.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one place to other place.
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