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Ann Petry (1908-1997) achieved prominence during a period in which few black women were published
with regularity in America. Her novels Country Place (1947) and The Narrows (1988), along with various
short stories and nonfiction, poignantly described the struggles and triumphs of middle-class blacks living in
primarily white communities.

Petry's ancestors, the James family, served as in-spiration for much of her fiction. This collection of more
than four hundred family letters, edited by the daughter of Ann Petry, is an engaging portrait of black family
life from the 1890s to the early twentieth century, a period not often documented by African American
voices.

Ann Petry's maternal grandfather, Willis Samuel James, was a slave taught by his children to read and write.
He believed "the best place for the negro is as near the white man as he can get." He followed that "truth,"
working as coachman for a Connecticut governor and buying a house in a white neighborhood in Hartford.
Willis had sixteen children by three wives. The letters in this collection are from him and his second wife,
Anna E. Houston James, and five of Anna's children, of whom novelist Ann Petry's mother, Bertha James
Lane, was the oldest.

History is made and remade by the availability of new documents, sources, and interpretations. Can Anything
Beat White? contributes a great deal to this process. The experiences of the James family as documented in
their letters challenge both representations of black people at the turn of the century as well as our
contemporary sense of black Americans.
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From reader reviews:

John Stanley:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Can Anything Beat White?: A Black Family's Letters
(Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies). You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book Can Anything Beat White?: A
Black Family's Letters (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies). You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
go through.

Eric Ballentine:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Can Anything Beat White?: A
Black Family's Letters (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) book because this
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it you may already know.

Stephanie Dillard:

The book Can Anything Beat White?: A Black Family's Letters (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in
African American Studies) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help.
The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this
book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

James Edgar:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Can Anything Beat White?: A Black Family's
Letters (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) publication written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still doubt Can Anything Beat White?: A Black Family's Letters (Margaret Walker
Alexander Series in African American Studies) as good book but not only by the cover but also by content.
This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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