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When the renowned trumpeter and bandleader Miles Davis chose the members of his quintet in 1955, he
passed over well-known, respected saxophonists such as Sonny Rollins to pick out the young, still untested
John Coltrane. What might have seemed like a minor decision at the time would instead set the course not
just for each of their careers but for jazz itself.

Clawing at the Limits of Cool is the first book to focus on Davis and Coltrane's musical interaction and its
historical context, on the ways they influenced each other and the tremendous impact they've had on culture
since then. It chronicles the drama of their collaboration, from their initial historic partnership to the
interlude of their breakup, during which each man made tremendous progress toward his personal artistic
goals. And it continues with the last leg of their journey together, a time when the Miles Davis group,
featuring John Coltrane, forever changed the landscape of jazz.

Authors Farah Jasmine Griffin and Salim Washington examine the profound implications that the
Davis/Coltrane collaboration would have for jazz and African American culture, drawing parallels to the
changing standards of African American identity with their public personas and private difficulties. With
vastly different personal and musical styles, the two men could not have been more different. One
exemplified the tough, closemouthed cool of the fifties while the other made the transition during this time
from unfocused junkie to a religious pilgrim who would inspire others to pursue spiritual enlightenment in
the coming decade.

Their years together mark a watershed moment, and Clawing at the Limits of Cool draws on both cultural
history and precise musical detail to illuminate the importance that their collaboration would have for jazz
and American history as a whole.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Coffey:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Clawing at the Limits of Cool:
Miles Davis, John Coltrane, and the Greatest Jazz Collaboration Ever will make you to be smarter. You can
feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or
reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that?
Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Roberto Garcia:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Clawing at the Limits of Cool: Miles
Davis, John Coltrane, and the Greatest Jazz Collaboration Ever book since this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Jose Weitzman:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Clawing at the Limits of
Cool: Miles Davis, John Coltrane, and the Greatest Jazz Collaboration Ever can be the answer, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Rosemary Perez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Clawing at the Limits of Cool:
Miles Davis, John Coltrane, and the Greatest Jazz Collaboration Ever.
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