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The end of slavery in the United States inspired conflicting visions of the future for all Americans in the
nineteenth century, black and white, slave and free. The black child became a figure upon which people
projected their hopes and fears about slavery’s abolition. As a member of the first generation of African
Americans raised in freedom, the black child—freedom’s child—offered up the possibility that blacks might
soon enjoy the same privileges as whites: landownership, equality, autonomy. Yet for most white
southerners, this vision was unwelcome, even frightening. Many northerners, too, expressed doubts about the
consequences of abolition for the nation and its identity as a white republic.

From the 1850s and the Civil War to emancipation and the official end of Reconstruction in 1877, Raising
Freedom’s Child examines slave emancipation and opposition to it as a far-reaching, national event with
profound social, political, and cultural consequences. Mary Niall Mitchell analyzes multiple views of the
black child—in letters, photographs, newspapers, novels, and court cases—to demonstrate how Americans
contested and defended slavery and its abolition.

With each chapter, Mitchell narrates an episode in the lives of freedom’s children, from debates over their
education and labor to the future of racial classification and American citizenship.Raising Freedom’s Child
illustrates how intensely the image of the black child captured the imaginations of many Americans during
the upheavals of the Civil War era. Through public struggles over the black child, Mitchell argues,
Americans by turns challenged and reinforced the racial inequality fostered under slavery in the United
States. Only with the triumph of segregation in public schools in 1877 did the black child lose her central
role in the national debate over civil rights, a role she would not play again until the 1950s.
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From reader reviews:

Bernice Fugate:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Raising Freedom's
Child: Black Children and Visions of the Future After Slavery (American History and Culture Series). All
type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

April Miller:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Raising Freedom's Child:
Black Children and Visions of the Future After Slavery (American History and Culture Series), you could
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Patrice Eubanks:

Raising Freedom's Child: Black Children and Visions of the Future After Slavery (American History and
Culture Series) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Raising Freedom's Child: Black Children and Visions of the Future After
Slavery (American History and Culture Series) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Anthony Bankston:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Raising Freedom's Child: Black Children and
Visions of the Future After Slavery (American History and Culture Series) to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the guide
Raising Freedom's Child: Black Children and Visions of the Future After Slavery (American History and
Culture Series) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're



doing of their time.
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