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According to a commonplace narrative, the rise of modern political thought in the West resulted from
secularization—the exclusion of religious arguments from political discourse. But in this pathbreaking work
Eric Nelson argues that this familiar story is wrong. Instead, he contends, political thought in early-modern
Europe became less, not more, secular with time, and it was the Christian encounter with Hebrew sources
that provoked this radical transformation. During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Christian scholars
began to regard the Hebrew Bible as a political constitution designed by God for the children of Israel.
Newly available rabbinic materials became authoritative guides to the institutions and practices of the perfect
republic. This thinking resulted in a sweeping reorientation of political commitments. In the book’s central
chapters Nelson identifies three transformative claims introduced into European political theory by the
Hebrew revival: the argument that republics are the only legitimate regimes; the idea that the state should
coercively maintain an egalitarian distribution of property; and the belief that a godly republic would tolerate
religious diversity. One major consequence of Nelson’s work is that the revolutionary politics of John
Milton, James Harrington, and Thomas Hobbes appear in a brand-new light. Nelson demonstrates that
central features of modern political thought emerged from an attempt to emulate a constitution designed by
God. This paradox, a reminder that while we may live in a secular age, we owe our politics to an age of
religious fervor, in turn illuminates fault lines in contemporary political discourse.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Hedrick:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Hebrew Republic. All type of
book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Ann Wheeler:

The experience that you get from The Hebrew Republic is the more deep you rooting the information that
hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard
to understand but The Hebrew Republic giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of
this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making
it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this particular The Hebrew Republic instantly.

Lane James:

This The Hebrew Republic is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for
you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts
accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Hebrew Republic
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that
no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Paul Leavens:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Hebrew Republic which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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