
The Ladder of Jacob: Ancient Interpretations of
the Biblical Story of Jacob and His Children

James L. Kugel

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0691141231
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0691141231
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0691141231


The Ladder of Jacob: Ancient Interpretations of the Biblical
Story of Jacob and His Children

James L. Kugel

The Ladder of Jacob: Ancient Interpretations of the Biblical Story of Jacob and His Children James L.
Kugel

Rife with incest, adultery, rape, and murder, the biblical story of Jacob and his children must have troubled
ancient readers. By any standard, this was a family with problems. Jacob's oldest son Reuben is said to have
slept with his father's concubine Bilhah. The next two sons, Simeon and Levi, tricked the men of a nearby
city into undergoing circumcision, and then murdered all of them as revenge for the rape of their sister.
Judah, the fourth son, had sexual relations with his own daughter-in-law. Meanwhile, jealous of their
younger sibling Joseph, the brothers conspired to kill him; they later relented and merely sold him into
slavery. These stories presented a particular challenge for ancient biblical interpreters. After all, Jacob's sons
were the founders of the nation of Israel and ought to have been models of virtue.

In The Ladder of Jacob, renowned biblical scholar James Kugel retraces the steps of ancient biblical
interpreters as they struggled with such problems. Kugel reveals how they often fixed on a little detail in the
Bible's wording to "deduce" something not openly stated in the narrative. They concluded that Simeon and
Levi were justified in killing all the men in a town to avenge the rape of their sister, and that Judah, who
slept with his daughter-in-law, was the unfortunate victim of alcoholism.

These are among the earliest examples of ancient biblical interpretation (midrash). They are found in
retellings of biblical stories that appeared in the closing centuries BCE--in the Book of Jubilees, the Aramaic
Levi Document, the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, and other noncanonical works. Through careful
analysis of these retellings, Kugel is able to reconstruct how ancient interpreters worked. The Ladder of
Jacob is an artful, compelling account of the very beginnings of biblical interpretation.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Cruce:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want sense happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Ladder
of Jacob: Ancient Interpretations of the Biblical Story of Jacob and His Children is kind of book which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Joni Griffith:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you is The Ladder of Jacob: Ancient Interpretations of the Biblical Story of Jacob and His Children this e-
book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Andrew Thompson:

This The Ladder of Jacob: Ancient Interpretations of the Biblical Story of Jacob and His Children is brand-
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger
of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
bit of digest in reading this The Ladder of Jacob: Ancient Interpretations of the Biblical Story of Jacob and
His Children can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and
knowledge.

Tania Arney:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't



see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Ladder of Jacob: Ancient Interpretations of the Biblical Story of
Jacob and His Children can make you sense more interested to read.
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