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The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 examines the most momentous years in papal history.
Popes Benedict XV (1914-1922), Pius XI (1922-1939), and Pius XII (1939-1958) faced the challenges of
two world wars and the Cold War, and threats posed by totalitarian dictatorships like Italian Fascism,
German National Socialism, and Communism in Russia and China. The wars imposed enormous strains
upon the unity of Catholics and the hostility of the totalitarian regimes to Catholicism lead to the Church
facing persecution and martyrdom on a scale similar to that experienced under the Roman Empire and
following the French Revolution.

At the same time, these were years of growth, development, and success for the papacy. Benedict healed the
wounds left by the 'modernist' witch hunt of his predecessor and re-established the papacy as an influence in
international affairs through his peace diplomacy during the First World War. Pius XI resolved the 'Roman
Question' with Italy and put papal finances on a sounder footing. He also helped reconcile the Catholic
Church and science by establishing the Pontifical Academy of Sciences and took the first steps to move the
Church away from entrenched anti-Semitism. Pius XI continued his predecessor's policy of the
'indigenisation' of the missionary churches in preparation for de-colonisation. Pius XII fully embraced the
media and other means of publicity, and with his infallible promulgation of the Assumption in 1950, he took
papal absolutism and centralism to such heights that he has been called the 'last real pope'. Ironically, he also
prepared the way for the Second Vatican Council.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Johnson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just
their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on guardería until university need this specific The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958
(Oxford History of the Christian Church) to read.

Robert Poulin:

This The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church) is
brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the
Christian Church) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to
get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in
the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with
knowledge.

Helen Butts:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
named of book The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian
Church). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one spot to other place.

Nancy Soto:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. Through the book The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the
Christian Church) we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being
creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be



doubt to change your life by this book The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History
of the Christian Church). You can more desirable than now.
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