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The American colonists were not in advance of their age in their estimate of woman's intellectual capacity. It
was still the prevailing opinion at the beginning of the seventeenth century that the feminine intellect was
inferior to the masculine and that mental culture would unfit woman for her vocation. There were no public
or endowed schools for her benefit anywhere except in convents, and in these the time was so fully occupied
with religious exercises that the instructions rarely extended beyond the ability to read and write.

The first settlers of Massachusetts, however, as a class were better educated and more generously disposed
than the founders of the other American colonies, and through their superior intelligence and philanthropy
they succeeded in organizing an advanced system of public instruction, which, in its natural evolution, has
proved of inestimable service in the education of men and women. The wise foresight and generosity of
these colonists in respect to education appear in their first communal acts.

As soon as they had satisfied the primal necessities of life in the wilderness - "One of the next things we
longed for and looked after" - to quote from their records a characteristic sentence - "was to advance learning
and perpetuate it to posterity." Only five years after the settlement of Boston, the town voted to establish a
Latin Grammar School, incited thereto by the subscriptions of forty of its inhabitants. The following year,
1636, the general court voted £400 to establish the first college, - an act made efficacious by the liberality of
John Harvard and of many other fellow colonists. Six years later, the selectmen in every town were required
to look after the education of children - "for inasmuch as the good education is of singular behoof and benefit
to the Commonwealth."
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From reader reviews:

Brent Cook:

Here thing why this specific Biographical History of Massachusetts, Vol. 5: Biographies and
Autobiographies of the Leading Men in the State (Classic Reprint) are different and trusted to be yours. First
of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Biographical History of Massachusetts, Vol. 5: Biographies and Autobiographies of
the Leading Men in the State (Classic Reprint) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Biographical History of Massachusetts,
Vol. 5: Biographies and Autobiographies of the Leading Men in the State (Classic Reprint). It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in
your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Biographical History of Massachusetts, Vol. 5: Biographies and Autobiographies of the Leading Men in the
State (Classic Reprint) in e-book can be your substitute.

Johnny Allen:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books
in the top checklist in your reading list will be Biographical History of Massachusetts, Vol. 5: Biographies
and Autobiographies of the Leading Men in the State (Classic Reprint). This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.

Esther Ponce:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide Biographical History of Massachusetts, Vol. 5: Biographies and Autobiographies
of the Leading Men in the State (Classic Reprint) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time
to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era
like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Monica Bonner:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social



such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Biographical History of Massachusetts, Vol. 5: Biographies and Autobiographies of the Leading Men in the
State (Classic Reprint) when you essential it?
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