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The first anthology of nature writing to include representative works from the worlds myriad cultures--
ancient and modern-- Encompassing Nature is a landmark work that will broaden the frame of reference
through which nature writing is understood.. Encompassing Nature is a comprehensive collection of widely
varied writings representing a host of the worlds cultures and their relation to nature. Tracing the
development of ideas and attitudes about the natural world from the earliest narratives through works of the
late 1700s, the anthology begins with childrens stories and tribal myths and contains generous selections
from the civilizations of ancient Mesopotamia, Israel, India, China, and Japan. It ends in the eighteenth
century with Western writers, including Gilbert White, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and William Bartram. A
landmark work, Encompassing Nature will broaden the frame of reference through which nature writing is
understood. The first anthology of nature writing to include representative works from the worlds myriad
cultures--from the ancients through the Enlightenment-- Encompassing Nature is a landmark work that will
broaden the frame of reference through which nature writing is understood.Since ancient times, human
cultures have invented literary forms and traditions to express the mysteries and delights of living here on
this earth, creating works that reveal experiences and concepts of nature that differ from culture to culture,
epoch to epoch. Charting the history of these forms, Encompassing Nature opens deep wellsprings of
tradition to us, proving that nature writing as a literary genre predates the influences we associate with
Wordsworth and Thoreau. With broad vision and intellectual scope, Robert Torrance assembles a wealth of
texts--many of them canonical, many too long overlooked--in an encyclopedic anthology that will stand both
as an authoritative reference work and as an illuminating book of sheer joy. Encompassing Nature begins at
the beginning, with the hymns, myths, and songs of ancient civilizations: Sumerian hymns to the stormy love
goddess Inanna, the shamanistic Nine Songs of China, Hebrew psalms, and Homeric hymns to Demeter and
Pan. There are invocations of divinities, tales of the origin of the universe, tribal myths, childrens stories,
narratives of the travels and adventures of heroes, quiet poetic reveries, and songs of love, death, and
seasonal changeall of which bring the intertwined human and natural realms into poignant conjunction.
Through a host of historys civilizations, Torrance traces the development of ideas about the natural world,
with generous selections representing the cultures of Mesopotamia, Israel, India, China, Japan, Europe, and
America. The anthology concludes with writers in the Western tradition such as Gilbert White, Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, and William Bartram--the historical moment where other anthologies of nature writing only begin.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Kopp:

The book Encompassing Nature: Nature and Culture from Ancient Times to the Modern World gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
reading through a book Encompassing Nature: Nature and Culture from Ancient Times to the Modern World
being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a
publication Encompassing Nature: Nature and Culture from Ancient Times to the Modern World. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

James Donovan:

This Encompassing Nature: Nature and Culture from Ancient Times to the Modern World book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This Encompassing Nature: Nature and Culture from Ancient
Times to the Modern World without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Encompassing Nature: Nature and Culture from Ancient
Times to the Modern World can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Encompassing Nature: Nature
and Culture from Ancient Times to the Modern World having very good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Cynthia Johnson:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Encompassing
Nature: Nature and Culture from Ancient Times to the Modern World is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Charles Bax:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.



When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Encompassing Nature: Nature and Culture from Ancient Times to the Modern World, you can tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
reserve.
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