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Once, all barrier islands were natural places where sand dunes and sea grasses, waterbirds and beach
creatures flourished, undisturbed by human development. Matagorda Island still is. Part of a chain of five
major barrier islands that shelter the Texas coastline from the Gulf of Mexico, Matagorda Island is the only
one completely under public ownership--the only one with a fate entirely in the hands of the people.

This guide to the island seeks to acquaint first-time visitors and seasoned naturalists alike with the natural
wealth and ecological fragility of Matagorda. In chapters on geology, history, ecology, vegetation, mammals,
birds, herptiles, fish, and invertebrates, the authors show how the island is a living ecosystem, where every
plant, animal, and sand dune has a role to play in maintaining the balance of nature. They also discuss the
human history of Matagorda--the Karankawa Indians, European explorers, Civil War-era settlers, lighthouse
keepers, and the U.S. Air Force, which used Matagorda for a bombing range during the 1940s and 1950s.
Useful appendices on plants, wildflowers, and birds; maps; and line drawings amplify the text.

This unique combination of human and natural history gives a full sense of what the island's past has been
and what its future can be. It offers hope that on this one island, at least, humans can learn to enjoy a natural
environment nondestructively, respecting the intricate web of relationships that connects the land and all
living creatures.
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From reader reviews:

Samantha Flowers:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Matagorda Island: A Naturalist's
Guide. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Bobby McCabe:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Matagorda Island: A Naturalist's Guide book
as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jeffrey Primo:

Matagorda Island: A Naturalist's Guide can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Matagorda Island: A Naturalist's
Guide yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Ryan Walker:

Beside this specific Matagorda Island: A Naturalist's Guide in your phone, it can give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing
to have Matagorda Island: A Naturalist's Guide because this book offers for you readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from currently!
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