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Power, Speed, and Form is the first accessible account of the engineering behind eight breakthrough
innovations that transformed American life from 1876 to 1939--the telephone, electric power, oil refining,
the automobile, the airplane, radio, the long-span steel bridge, and building with reinforced concrete.
Beginning with Thomas Edison's system to generate and distribute electric power, the authors explain the
Bell telephone, the oil refining processes of William Burton and Eugene Houdry, Henry Ford's Model T car
and the response by General Motors, the Wright brothers' airplane, radio innovations from Marconi to
Armstrong, Othmar Ammann's George Washington Bridge, the reinforced concrete structures of John
Eastwood and Anton Tedesko, and in the 1930s, the Chrysler Airflow car and the Douglas DC-3 airplane.

These innovations used simple numerical ideas, which the Billingtons integrate with short narrative accounts
of each breakthrough--a unique and effective way to introduce engineering and how engineers think. The
book shows how the best engineering exemplifies efficiency, economy and, where possible, elegance. With
Power, Speed, and Form, educators, first-year engineering students, liberal arts students, and general readers
now have, for the first time in one volume, an accessible and readable history of engineering achievements
that were vital to America's development and that are still the foundations of modern life.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Birch:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the
Making of the Twentieth Century is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jose Jones:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the
Making of the Twentieth Century book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Floyd Brown:

This book untitled Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the Making of the Twentieth Century to be one
of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
publication from your list.

Kenneth Garrison:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the
Making of the Twentieth Century can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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